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John 3:16-For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son.

Just about the best known verse of the Bible, 
but it is truly the essence of the Gospel—the 
Good News that God has come to rescue 
us, even from ourselves. It brings to us God’s 
peace, joy, hope, and shows just how much 
God loves us.

This Christmas, and into the New year, we 
need some cheer and light in the murky gloom. 
Here it is! God loves us so much as to send 
Jesus. God walked the earth to redeem us.

May the peace of God be with you 
this Christmas and throughout the year 

ahead.

As of January l, 2021, the congregations of  Auldearn & Dalmore and 
Nairn St Ninian’s are due to unite.  Please pray for the Minister, Rev 
Tommy Bryson, the Kirk Sessions and the Church members.

St Ninian’s continues to have Sunday morning worship with the congre-
gations of both St Ninian’s and Auldearn & Dalmore joining together— 
coping well with the Covid-19 restrictions.  Attenders feel truly blessed 
each Sunday.  

For congregation members unable to attend the service copies of the 
service on a CD, which is greatly appreciated.   

Auldearn & Dalmore and Nairn St Ninian’s send their blessings and 
prayers to all Churches in the Inverness Presbytery.

Auldearn & Dalmore 
with Nairn St Ninian’s

Inshes Church

Click on name panel for website
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The Link 
The magazine of Auldearn & St. Ninian’s  

Church of Scotland, Nairn 
SC015361 
SC011353 

From our Minister 

Christmas 2016 

Christmas 
I suppose there has been many things said about Christmas over the last two thousand 
years.  Why it happened and how it happened with many stating their point of view over 
it and pondering what on earth really happened.  
Today I suppose we are all baffled and bewildered as to how we now have two sets of 
Christmas - the Real Christmas and the Commercial Christmas which has practically taken 
over the meaning all together. 
As far as I can tell, it started away back in 1809 with the introduction of a book called 
”Knickbocker’s History of New York’” by an unknown author called Washington Irvine.  
This detailed the legend of the Dutch St Nicholas, and various other Christmas Traditions.     
It covered many of Christmas tales and folklore that now embellish Christmas, but each 
tale or tradition often comes with a twist.  
For example the Dutch St Nicholas is twisted all out of proportion.  In reality he was a mi-

ser who had starved his people almost to the point of death so that they were willing to eat their own children in 
order to survive. The twist in the tale comes when he finds himself feeling guilty and persuaded by his servant to 
help the people.  His servant, a dwarf, goes around asking people to leave their shoes at the door so he could fill 
them with goodies. Where the whole point of the St Nicholas story is not so much that he is a saint, but it’s his 
servant who is the saint. 
Irving also wrote another book which capitalised on the first book’s 
success in 1819 called “The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon” which 
included the legend of Rip Van Winkle, Sleepy Hollow, and five oth-
er Christmas stories - where  a new type of Christmas was born. 

But what really gave birth to what is 
now the commercial Christmas, really 
started in 1823 with a book called, ‘A 
Visit From St Nicholas’ better known 
as ‘Twas the night before Christmas’ 
published by a man called Clement  
Clarke Moore who literally changed the face of Christmas 
forever.  America and the rest of the World has never been 
able to resist the charms of this type of Christmas ever since.  
However, if you really  want to know more about the history 
of Christmas, both sides, let me get a plug in for Christmas 
Eve at 6.00pm Auldearn and 8.00pm at St Ninian’s where I 
will be telling you the whole story, the truth and nothing but 
the truth.  
Rev Tommy Bryson 

Rev Tommy Bryson

• Pray for those who are currently taking part in a Christianity Explored course, that peo-
ple may be brought to faith in the Lord Jesus and others might be assured in their faith.

• Pray that as an Advent Devotional (The Radiant Dawn by Tom Parsons) goes out to mem-
bers, adherents and friends of the congregation that these may be an encouragement 
over a very different Christmas from usual, and that the tract Christmas Hope may also be 
of help to those who receive it. Remember too, Christmas cards going out to the whole 
Parish with a Christmas greeting and details of on line Christmas services that these too 
may be use by God to arouse interest and in some manner  bring hope and help.

• Pray for God’s guidance regarding our future work in Milton of Leys which has been 
paused during lockdown with the inability to hold monthly gatherings.

Rev David 
Scott

https://invernesspresbytery.co.uk/
https://www.nairnstninians.org/
http://www.insheschurch.org/


Ardersier 
and Petty

Sen
d item

s for Jan
u

ary P
rayer N

ew
s by D

ecem
ber 20

 p
lease to p

au
lin

eh
h

u
n

t@
yah

oo.co.u
k

charges due for inclusion: Caw
dor w

ith Croy &
 D

alcross, K
ilm

orach &
 Erchless, Inverness H

ilton

• Pray for Petty as they consider 
opening buildings for worship.

• Give thanks to God that the 
churches have been able to 
meet on Zoom week by week 
and for the Wednesday Prayer 
meeting, Thursday Bible Study 
and Sunday worship.

• Thank God for the participation 
in so many weekly services.

• Pray for the teachers that they 
may be kept safe

• Pray that God will reveal 
something of His future plan 
for these congregations that 
they might join Him in His vi-
sion for the area.

• Pray that whatever is ahead 
the congregations will joyfully 
join in God’s plan for them.

• Pray that God 
would open 
the hearts of 
the local com-
munities to 
His wonderful 
word.

• 

1. Give thanks to God 
for how the congregation 
has been able to keep in 
touch with each other 
over these past months 
during the restrictions.
2. Also give thanks for 
all the telephone conver-
sations offering help, en-
couragement, and a listen-
ing ear.  
3. Like most congrega-

tions, Dalneigh & Bona are grateful to the Lord for the technology which has 
allowed them to come together virtually for a time of worship on a Sunday 
morning and mid-week for prayer.

4. As they prepare to open the church for worship, they ask for prayer for 
those who come along to the services and those who can join by Zoom.  
Pray that the technology will be stable and allow sharing with one another.

5. Pray for those in the parish who will receive a 
Christmas card from the church with an invita-
tion to join a Zoom service of carols and readings 
the Sunday before Christmas may know God’s 
blessing as they join that service. 

6. Please pray for the Boys Brigade who have re-
cently restarted using alternative premises. Pray 
that they will soon be able to meet in the Dal-
neigh & Bona church hall. 

7. Continue to pray for Len Cazaly as the Inter-
im Moderator and the office-bearers as they 
engage in dialogue with Presbytery about the 
future Gospel work and witness of the congre-
gation to the people of the parish.

Rev Robert Cleland

Inverness 
Dalneigh & 

Bona

Interim Moderator Len Cazaly

https://www.facebook.com/Arderiser-parish-church-100349274950096/
mailto:paulinehhunt%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
https://en-gb.facebook.com/CCDParishes/
https://www.beaulychurch.org.uk/
http://hiltonchurch.org.uk/
https://dalneighandbonachurch.org.uk/

