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The Sustainability of Traditional Buildings 

STBA Policy Mapping Updates: Edition 2  
 

 

This paper summarises recent changes to policy and regulatory landscape in all areas 

which have an impact on the sustainability of the built environment, and examines any 

consequences relating to traditional buildings. To be read in conjunction with STBA 

Policy Mapping: Edition 2 (August 2017) 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………........................... 
 

Summary of changes since last edition (May 2016) 
 

 

1) BEIS and DECC 

The Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) has taken on the responsibilities 

formerly held by DECC. It is not yet known whether policy direction will change substantially but BEIS 

is now responsible for the “Each Home Counts” review and its implementation. 

While “Climate Change” no longer exists in the name of a government department, the STBA has, 

since its inception, argued that climate change should not be the sole focus of any policy in the 

built environment.  

 

Furthermore, we can only address climate change by addressing social, economic, environmental 

and cultural issues in an integrated manner. The traditional built environment is an ideal place to 

start this re-thinking, as it contains so many lessons in sustainability and yet is in need of change 

itself.   

 

2) Brexit 

We do not as yet have a clear idea of what European environmental legislation are likely to be 

retained and what will be discarded. As is clear from this paper, existing European legislation on 

energy efficiency has driven policy towards the built environment, in some cases irrespective of 

other aspects of sustainability, or of even people. Brexit represents an opportunity for the UK to think 

afresh about what we are trying to achieve in terms of a sustainable future for everyone, and 

perhaps to achieve a more fundamental positive change.  

 

3) Changes to SAP  

The default u-value used in SAP for solid walls is currently 2.10W/m2K. The current consultation on 

revisions to SAP plans to reduce this to 1.70W/m2K. This is still higher than the evidence suggests, but 

government policy has relied on models based on  SAP. This change is therefore significant for 

several reasons:  

• EPC scores of traditional buildings will improve as EPCs are based on SAP 

• Under the Private Rented Sector legislation from 2018 it will be illegal to let out properties 

with an EPC worse than E, and SAP scores will change.  

• The savings from solid wall insulation have been overestimated so Government policy on 

retrofit may now focus on more cost-effective measures within a whole building approach.    
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4) “Each Home Counts” (Bonfield Review) 

An Independent Review of Consumer Advice, Protection, Standards and Enforcement for Energy 

Efficiency and Renewable Energy” was published in December 2016. Its remit was as follows:  

• Consumer advice and protection: what supports consumers’ decisions ahead of an 

installation and what assistance is available when things go wrong? 

• Standards framework: what ensures that the right products are fitted to the right properties 

in the right way during the installation? 

• Monitoring and enforcement: what ensures that poor quality work is dealt with effectively, 

and do the arrangements for audit, compliance-checking and sanctions provide sufficient 

assurance of this? 

 

The report represents a significant step forward in the UK government’s approach to retrofit 

because it very clearly espouses a “whole-building” context-specific approach, largely as a result 

of lobbying on the part of the STBA. However, there is little mention of the need for special 

consideration of traditional buildings, which is surprising as they constitute such a high proportion of 

buildings requiring retrofit. There is also no mention of the importance of maintenance in delivering 

a sustainable (traditional) built environment. 

 

5) PAS 2030 

PAS2030 is the British Standard intended to regulate the installation and process management of 

measures to improve the energy efficiency of buildings. It is mainly used to establish minimum 

technical competencies under ECO.  

 

The current edition is dated 2014 but it is under revision - the consultation closed in late 2016 and a 

revised draft is expected. The consultation draft now includes a design section with references to 

heritage, thermal bridging and moisture. It also introduces a measures interaction matrix, along the 

lines of the STBA’s Guidance Wheel. 

 

6) ECO 3 consultation 

From the point of view of traditional buildings, the Government response to the ECO consultation 

was disappointing. The focus is clearly on Affordable Warmth but the push for insulation 

measures without an understanding of building physics and a whole house approach will not 

achieve this.  

 

At best this will provide a small improvement in thermal efficiency but could (and will) lead to the 

unintended consequences already becoming apparent. The requirement to deliver a minimum 

level of solid wall insulation under ECO has been increased from 17,000 per annum to 21,000 per 

annum and this is questionable unless only applied to non-traditional buildings – of which there are 

plenty which need retrofit.  
 

7) Revisions to BS5250 

As noted in STBA’s draft Moisture Guidance, “the existing standard BS5250  and the standardised 

modelling method ISO13788, which are the main guidance for moisture risk assessment in standards 

and regulations in the UK, are not sufficient, in many situations, to deal with a proper moisture risk 

assessment.” Amendments have now been made to BS5250 – most importantly the guidance on 

IWI has been altered away from wholesale prescription of vapour barriers to a more open 

approach based on context. 

 

The BSI white paper on Moisture in Buildings: An Integrated approach to risk Assessment and 

Guidance was published in March 2017. Building on this work, BS5250 will be fully revised in 2018. 


