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A long memory in Amersham

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
SERVICES 2018 AT ST
MARY’S AMERSHAM PALM
SUNDAY 25th March

I

n 1940, children from London and other big cities were evacuated from home to
safer places. These were usually, far from the big cities the authorities thought
would be targets for blitz saturation bombing by the Nazi Luftwaffe. With luggage
labels tied round their necks, and with home and destination clearly marked, thousands of city children found themselves arriving at stations in what seemed to them
the middle of nowhere.

A

large party of evacuees arrived in Amersham. The generous locals turned out
in force to offer them homes. But at the end of the afternoon, three children,
brothers and sisters were left unclaimed on the platform. No one was prepared to
take so many, and they had promised their parents in the East End that they would
stay together and look after each other come what may.

A

n old man in a dog collar burst into the station. It was my predecessor, Rector
Charles Briggs. He had been in post since 1904, long overdue for retirement.
But having seen the parish through the horrors of the Great War, and imagining
something worse was about to happen, he stayed on to do his bit. “The children can
all come to the Rectory,” he boomed. “We have plenty of room!” The kids had a
whale of time in the rambling Old Rectory at the top of Rectory Hill. They went to
our school, played in his huge garden and enjoyed learning to ride his horses. When
it was safe to return home, how they must have missed the kindly old people who
took such good care of them.
The Amersham community has a long memory for good deeds like that. God has a
long memory too. He takes favours done to those in need as if they were done to
him. The Christian faith is not just about believing the right stuff, it is about demonstrating in our lives that our faith is real. The Resurrection of Jesus gives us the
power to do this. Like his faithful follower Charles Briggs, at Easter let’s show we
too have that quality.

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 9am,
Matins (sung BCP)
10:15am Blessing of the Palms and
procession, with Family Communion
6pm
Readings and music for Palm Sunday
MONDAY 26th March
Compline

8pm

TUESDAY 27th March
8pm
Compline (at All Saints, Coleshill)
WEDNESDAY 28th March
10am Holy Communion (BCP) 8pm
Compline
MAUNDY THURSDAY 29th March
7.30pm Christian Passover
8pm Maundy Thursday Sung Eucharist with washing of feet
GOOD FRIDAY 30th March
2pm The Good Friday Liturgy
EASTER SATURDAY 31st March
8:00pm Kindling of the New Fires
and Service of light
EASTER SUNDAY 1st APRIL
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
9am Holy Communion (sung BCP)

The Old Rectory

Tim Harper
Rector
Easter 2018

10:15am Family Communion
6pm Festal Evensong for Easter Day
(joint service at All Saints Coleshill)

For further information about
St. Mary’s, visit our website
www.stmarysamersham.co.uk

Rev. Tim Harper - installation as an Honorary
Canon on 27th January,2018

What is a canon?
There were some amusing replies,
especially from Sunday School!
Many adults in the congregation also
seemed unsure….

Tim with the
Bishop

The announcement in our weekly newsletter one Sunday about Tim Harper's forthcoming

'canonisation' was met with some amusement as the word means being made a saint,
for which you need to be dead for a start! But joking aside, the congregations of both
our churches were delighted to learn that Tim had been recommended to be installed
as an Honorary Canon of Christ Church Cathedral. Tim told us there are not
many Honorary Canons at Oxford and so he felt particularly honoured to have been
recommended to join them.
Canons are members of the Chapter, headed by a Dean, which is responsible for administering a
cathedral. Honorary canons are members of the chapter in name and may play a role within the
cathedral (Tim may be required to preach or lead Evensong occasionally) but they do not have the
formal or legal authority of a canon. The title of Honorary Canon is bestowed in recognition of long
and dedicated service on senior parish priests who have played a role in the wider life of the parish,
including being Area Dean, and those who have served in the diocese for a long time.
In Tim's case the recognition comes for his tireless work as our Rector for over 21 years and more
recently as Co-Area Dean of Amersham. He has served for some time on the Diocesan Board of
Education, looking after church schools of which he is also a fully trained SIAMS inspector. Tim
wondered tongue-in-cheek if his small roles as a vicar in various episodes of Midsomer Murders
over the last ten years had also contributed to the honour!
The installation took place, along with nine other people receiving various awards, at Choral Evensong at Christ Church on Saturday 27th January. Our parish was well represented with a full coach
and several others making their own way. The cathedral was packed, added to by supporters of
those attending the 'chorister for a day' event who joined the cathedral choir for the service, making
it a very joyous and enjoyable service.
Charles Howlett
"It is very pleasing to be recognised
in this way with a clerical 'gong'. As
with all such things, it is purely an
honour to be called 'Canon Harper',
but I do hope I won't be fired!"

Redevelopment of the Miss Day Almshouses
in Old Amersham
In 2015 we reported that the Almshouses were to be refurbished and since then a lot of hard work on many sides has
produced an amazing result. Work started on site in August 2016 and final completion was exactly a year later. One of
the key successes in the project was being able to continue to house the existing residents in the cottages as work progressed, and it is credit to them and the builder's staff that this worked so well. Another was undoubtedly the dedication of the whole team who worked tirelessly to achieve the brilliant result.
The Drake’s Almshouses were modernised in the early 1990s, converting six existing cottages to four, providing
greatly improved accommodation. In 2013 the Trustees decided that the Miss Day’s Almshouses should be similarly
redeveloped, and prepared a proposal to create seven two storey cottages from the existing terraced independent nine
dwellings, largely within the existing building footprint and retaining the historic front façade and other features.
The Trustees were anxious that a high standard of work was to be achieved in order to maintain the character of the
historic building, and that wherever possible this should be carried out using tradespersons and materials sourced
within the area. The redevelopment includes in each cottage the provision of a downstairs toilet, dedicated dining area
and replacement of the original crooked narrow staircase with a straight one to the enlarged upstairs bedroom and
shower room. The design of the stairs is able to accommodate a stair lift if necessary. The ground floor kitchen and
lounge area are also enlarged by utilising space provided by the small reduction in the number of cottages. Greatly
increased storage facilities are provided in each cottage. As the external walls of the building are single brick thickness, thermal insulation of all these walls is much improved with only minimal reduction to the internal space in order
to make the cottages much more energy efficient. Noise deadening material is installed on the internal walls between
the cottages. Telephone and television points are provided in each lounge and bedroom. All windows are able to be
opened for ventilation and are fitted with easy-to-operate high quality secondary glazing. Interior historic features of
the cottages have been retained, in agreement with the local Council Historic Buildings Officer, and incorporated
into the design of the accommodation so as to minimise any space reduction as a consequence.
Prior to permissions being obtained, fundraising commenced and an Appeal Leaflet produced. Countess Howe, who
lives locally, agreed to be Patron for the Appeal. Leaflet drops throughout the town were done, and a number of talks
given to local organisations to explain the project and seek funding. At the same time applications were made to a
number of grant-giving trusts, and a grant was sought from Chiltern District Council. Several visits to the existing
Almshouses were arranged and the plan for the redevelopment explained. Major grants have been obtained from the
Homes and Communities Agency, working through the Almshouse Consortium Limited, and from the Council to
fund repair work required on the cottages as the redevelopment progressed. Other grants were given by local and
national trusts and foundations, and significant funding was raised from the local residential and business community.
The target finance was achieved through an interest-free Almshouse Association loan, and by negotiating a small balancing loan from CAF Bank.
The redevelopment with the improved facilities has given considerable benefit to the residents, and has met the
Charity’s objectives in providing affordable homes in the locality where residents have lived for much of their lives.
An application has been made for the Almshouse Association’s Patron’s Award. No decision on this has been taken as yet, but hopefully this will happen soon. If shortlisted, the Almshouse Association representatives will visit the
Almshouses to see the work done and interview the Trustees, and then submit recommendations to the Patron, Prince
Charles, who will make the final decision in the summer.
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This magazine was edited by Christine Pretty (christineapretty@gmail.com). I am always pleased to
receive articles or news for the magazine, as although I keep my ear to the ground, there are a lot of
things happening out there and they deserve a wider audience.
Deadline for the Harvest edition:
1st July 2018

There are still some exciting events to look forward to in and around Amersham.
For more information and to book, please
contact
www.amershamfestival.org
Wednesday 4th April 8.00pm

Sunday 22nd April 3.00pm

IDOMENEO

CHILTERN YOUTH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

An Introductory Talk by Iain Ledingham

Director Leon Gee
Holberg Suite - Grieg
Divertimento K138 - Mozart
Two Pieces from Henry V - Walton
Viola Concerto - Telemann
Music from “Psycho” - Herrmann

AMERSHAM FREE CHURCH, WOODSIDE ROAD,
AMERSHAM, HP6 6AJ

Saturday 7th April 7.15pm
MOZART - IDOMENEO
A semi-staged performance of Mozart’s Opera
BARBIROLLI HALL, ST CLEMENT DANES SCHOOL,
CHENIES ROAD, CHORLEYWOOD, WD3 6EW

Thursday 12th April 8.00pm
“JAZZ MEETS CLASSICAL”
With Dominic Alldis (piano)
Andrew Cleyndert (double bass)
Martin France (drums)
Iain Ballamy (saxophone)
THE KING’S CHURCH, RAANS ROAD,
AMERSHAM HP6 6LX

Wednesday 18th April 8.00pm
FESTIVAL WINE TASTING
With music performed by Jazz musicians from the
Royal Academy of Music
THE KING’S CHAPEL, 30 HIGH STREET
OLD AMERSHAM HP7 0DJ

Friday 20th April 8.00pm
AMERSHAM FESTIVAL CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
Neville Graham (clarinet)
Richard Wainwright (horn)
Rachel Edmonds (bassoon)

ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH,
OLD AMERSHAM, HP7 0DB

Tuesday 24th April 7.00 for 7.45 pm
HARPSICHORD RECITAL
By Nathaniel Mander
Italian Concerto - Bach
Suite in E major - Handel
Sonatas by Scarlatti and music by Couperin
and Byrd
CHENIES MANOR HOUSE AND
ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, CHENIES, WD3 6ER

Thursday 26th April 4.30 pm
WOOFYT
“Discovering the mysteries behind the pipes”
ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH,
OLD AMERSHAM HP7 0DB

Saturday 28th April 7.30pm
ROSSINI - PETITE MESSE SOLENNELLE
SOUTH BUCKS CHORAL SOCIETY
With Operatic Arias and Duets by Rossini, Verdi and Donizetti
AMERSHAM FREE CHURCH, WOODSIDE ROAD

Music at St. Mary’s
John Williams, the guitarist is coming to St Mary’s on 1st June
(programme and further details to follow)
St. Mary’s is hosting the Midsummer Music Festival in late June 2018
Olwen Morris recently treated us to a wonderful piano recital. She thrilled her
audience with the dexterity and speed with which she played the familiar pieces
on the programme. Entrance was free, but donations to the charity Young Minds
dear to Olwen’s heart , amounted to over £ 730. More, please, Olwen!

The Rector
Canon Tim Harper
01494 724426
(Day off Friday)
Hon. Associate Rector
Rev. Tim Barnard
01494 728478
(Days off on Tuesday
and Thursday)
Assistant Curate

Contacts at St. Mary’s Parish Office

Rev. Sue Gill
01494 451485
First Steps
Ann Pearse

(service for pre-school
children)

07582506022
Hiring Church Rooms
Dorothy Potter
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Dorothy Potter
01494 729380
Youth Leader and
Sunday School
Kathryn Ridout
07955 242648

