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EMMANUEL: GOD IS WITH US

I

n the trenches back in 1917, with the battle of Passchendaele coming
to its soggy close, the German soldiers in the front line raised a seasonal banner and waved it in front of the Tommies a few yards away. It
said, ‘Gott mit uns’ which in English means ‘God is with us’. Not be
out done in the icy winter weather, the irrepressible Tommies made
their own banner and waved it back at Fritz. It read: ‘We got mittens
too!’

I

t is hard to grasp a century on how ghastly times were for everyone
that Christmas. The losses to both sides were beyond belief. On the
home front, civilians almost starved. Christmas 1917 was a lean time
indeed. But this strange idea that ‘God is with us’, or ‘Emmanuel’ in
Hebrew, could never quite die out. British, French and Americans on
the one hand, and Germans, Austrians and Turks believed that God was
on their side. And in a sense, he was, in that his heart was breaking at
the carnage humanity was inflicting upon itself.

Special
Christmas
Services
St. Mary’s
Sunday, 3rd December
10.15 a.m. Christingle
Service
Other morning services as
usual
6.00 p.m. Advent Carol Service by candlelight
Sunday, 17th December
Usual morning services
Carols by Candlelight:
6.00 p.m. Nine Lessons &
Carols

Sunday, 24th December
od does not take sides. Nor does he readily interfere or protect us Christmas Eve
from the consequences of being human. But he does promise to be Usual morning services
with us whatever the circumstances. In becoming a human being him- 4.00 p.m. Crib Service (for
self as Jesus Christ, God places himself in the front line with humanity. younger children)

G

We call this the Incarnation, which we celebrate at Christmas.

R

11.00 p.m. Midnight Eucharist of the Nativity

egardless of which side you are on, or whether you ‘Got mittens’,
this Christmas may you find that God is with you in the front line
Monday, 25th December
of life.

Christmas Day
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Christmas
Family Communion
No evening service
Sunday, 31st January
All services as usual

Tim Harper
Rector of Amersham with Coleshill.
Christmas 2017

Please join us!
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age
Matthew 28, 20

For further information about
St. Mary’s, visit our website
www.stmarysamersham.co.uk

Enjoying Success

by Duncan Dyason

Success comes in many forms and for those of us who work with children one often has to
measure success in small steps. But now and again a child surprises you and achieves
something quite remarkable.
I work with some of the most vulnerable children in Central America; children and young people who
are at high-risk of living on the streets and who have been through some of the toughest situations any
child can live through.
The other day I was overwhelmed when 14-year-old Danilo came into our Centre and gave me a big
hug. His face said it all. He was beaming with confidence at the news that he had just passed the
exams that means his junior education is now over.
Four years ago I met Danilo on the rubbish dump and his mum pleaded with me to help him, as he was
spending more and more time on the streets and was now being lured into drugs and possible abuse at
the hands of some of the men there. The following week Danilo started our mentoring programme and
since then has enjoyed great success in his education and has learned to cope with the many challenges
that life throws at us all.
Danilo is a boy who illustrates that success is possible if you are able to invest the time and a little
money to make him feel loved, wanted and that with God a brighter future is always possible. He now
moves on to secondary education and possible university. A far cry from the small boy I found on the
rubbish dump!
Thank you to St. Mary´s and the wider Amersham community for your love, prayers and support of
Steve and me in our work with children in Central America. May we take this opportunity to wish you
all a very peaceful and happy Christmas.

Did you know about our other groups and services?
says Youth Leader, Kathryn Ridout
We have a brilliant youth team who DO run the Morning Youth group during the
10.15a.m. Family Service. There are games, some talk, some prayers and there’s
always hot chocolate! This is for anyone in year 6 and up – you can come along
even if your parents don’t come to church (although we’d love you to bring them
along, too).
On Sunday evenings we have SMYLE from 6-7.30pm. This is our youth group for
young people in year 8 and above and we get involved in all kinds of things. We began the year with a
joint residential weekend away along with St. Leonard’s youth where we played games, went for a
hike to the lakes and enjoyed a film night. During the year we have also had a Eurovision night
sleepover and been out for trips for example, to Coombe Hill and Rush trampoline park. We have also
had our own bake off and held giant insects.
As SMYLE ends, RISE starts, usually at about 7.15pm. This is our contemporary worship service and
it’s for everyone, not just young people. We begin with sung worship and musicians of all abilities are
welcome to join in. After that we have a group discussion on a theme where all can share their
thoughts if they want to. There’s also time for tea and chat and we finish with prayers.
All of these groups run at the church rooms.
On Tuesday evening the year 7 club meets at the youth centre in conjunction with Amersham Youth
Activities. It gives a chance to catch up with old friends from primary school in a safe and caring environment as well as offering a whole range of games and activities. The weekly challenge is always
popular! We meet from 6.30-8.00pm.
If you’d like any more information about any of these groups, please contact Kathryn at:
stmarysyouthamersham@gmail.com or call on 07955 242648

Steve Johnson reflects on his new role as a School Governor

My recent appointment as a Foundation Governor at St. Mary’s confirms
that I remain addicted to school. Except for the twelvemonth after retiring
and the first four years of my life, I have spent my time in various educational settings (as
they are now called). I had the chance to kick the habit after university, but promptly entered teacher training and became a teacher of English at Raine’s Foundation School, a
Church of England secondary in Stepney in 1975.
I taught there for 17 years, rising from probationer to senior teacher and I thoroughly
enjoyed it overall. Of course, there were plenty of lessons when things did not go according to plan, some total disasters, and there must have been whole days when I wished I
were elsewhere, but these have faded from memory and I remember my time living and
working in the East End fondly.
What I liked about Raine’s was its sense of gathering potential, the feeling of futures being
formed (including my own!): the daily achievements large and small of pupils large and
small; teachers revealing to children the possibility of change and pointing out the steps
that will bring it about. Challenge is endemic in this process and the best teachers respond
to challenges by helping pupils meet their own.
My two children are good examples. Daniel was five and Philippa three when we moved
from the Isle of Dogs to Amersham. They attended local primary schools and then their
respective Dr. Challoner’s. Twenty-one years later, Daniel will qualify as a doctor and
Philippa will get her Master’s (in some abstruse branch of psychology) next summer. They
were inspired by their teachers, but they learned that real challenges come from within;
they are not imposed by others.
When I became Deputy Head of Watford Grammar School for Girls, a school to which I
am still addicted, one of my tasks was to manage several Department and Year Heads.
These were dedicated, hard-working, successful teachers, and though I was supposed to
challenge them to do more, there was no need. I often had to restrain their enthusiasm for
jumping a chasm in favour of building a bridge. Good teachers don’t need challenges; they
need support and guidance.
This is how I see my new role as a governor at St Mary’s, the latest fix for my life-long
habit. I was wonderfully impressed on visiting the school: the familiar, calm emphasis on
the positive, the studious behaviour of pupils enjoying their learning, the commitment of
staff enjoying their teaching. At my first Governing Body meeting, it was clear that I had
joined a group very actively and constructively supporting the school, and determined to
make possible more and greater accomplishments. I know I shall need to work hard to play
my part effectively.

This magazine was edited by Christine Pretty (christineapretty@gmail.com). I am always pleased to
receive articles or news for the magazine, as although I keep my ear to the ground, there are a lot of
things happening out there and they deserve a wider audience.
Deadline for the Easter edition:
1st February, 2018

The Scannappeal
team would like
to thank all local
residents for
their ongoing
support which
Scannappeal celebrates 30 Years
continues to
It’s our 30th Anniversary this year, celebrate with us at one of our many events. For further informake a differmation visit www.scannappeal.org.uk/events or email fundraising or call 01494 734161.
ence to our local
In 1987 a group of consultants formed a Buckinghamshire charity with the sole aim
community.
of raising money for a new scanner for Wycombe Hospital. 30 years on Scannappeal, based at Amersham Hospital has raised over £12.5 million for state of the art
medical equipment for Buckinghamshire hospitals which the NHS cannot provide.
Across Amersham, Wycombe and Stoke Mandeville Hospitals, Scannappeal has
completed 30 major Appeals and 70 smaller projects, buying equipment for every major department

Celebrations at St Mary’s - As the end of its 30th year draws to a close Scannappeal is proud to be
hosting its annual Christmas Concert at St. Mary’s on Tuesday 5th December. The evening is supported by the award winning Chiltern Music Academy Concert band will bring together different
performers, carols and readings. Tickets are £15, which includes mulled wine and a mince pie.

Harvest Lunch—a great success

by Margot Arthurton

A group of eight of us prepared a sumptuous Harvest lunch for 80 people on Sun, 8th October. The Church was laid hospitably with 10 tables of 8 people each, and looked bright and welcoming. A generous Ploughman’s lunch was on the menu,
followed by apple cake and chocolate brownies, tea and coffee. Wine was donated for everyone by two parishioners, and
fresh fruit for the event was donated by Tesco's . Jan Galloway made an amazing Harvest wheatsheaf loaf and it was
shared between everyone. Afterwards we were generously treated to delightful music and singing by local musicians.
Along with an attractive festive stall, the event raised a fantastic £ 1007 in aid of the new lighting scheme.

Volunteers needed

Rennie Grove Hospice Care is a charity providing care and support for
adults and children, their families and carers in Herts and Bucks who have
been diagnosed with life-limiting illness.
If you are interested in finding our more about volunteer roles, please get in
touch with us on 01442 890222/01727 731000 or email us on:

The Rector
Rev. Tim Harper
01494 724426
(Day off Friday)
Hon. Associate Rector
Rev. Tim Barnard
01494 728478
(Days off on Tuesday
and Thursday)
Assistant Curate

Contacts at St. Mary’s Parish Office

Rev. Sue Gill
01494 451485
First Steps
Ann Pearse

(service for pre-school
children)

07582506022
Hiring Church Rooms
Dorothy Potter
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Dorothy Potter
01494 729380
Youth Leader and
Sunday School
Kathryn Ridout
07955 242648

