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The UKCMB aims at improving the way moisture 
risk is understood and managed in the UK, 
bringing together industry, academia, 
Government and the public 

 

Our key activities include 

ÅResearch 

ÅGuidance 

ÅTraining 

ÅPolicy and Standards work 



Moisture in traditional buildings 



Moisture as a problem 

Since all buildings contain 
moisture, and since there is no 
standardised way of measuring 
dampness, when does an 
increasing level of moisture in a 
building actually become 
problematic? 



External moisture 

Å Part of the moisture can come from the  
external environment, e.g. water 
penetration through cracks, blocked 
gutters 

 

Å Exacerbated by  

ï Climate change (e.g. flooding, heavier rain) 

ï Use of impervious materials (e.g. 
pavements, cement mortar) 

 

Å Solutions include 

ï Repointing 

ï Adding external render 

ï Lowering ground level 

 



Internal moisture 

Adapted from: Historic England (2017) Energy efficiency and historic buildings 

Å Changes in the way we use buildings 

ï Flat conversions 

ï Cooking in living spaces 

ï Change in occupancy 

ï New bathrooms, en-suite 

ï Draught-proofing, blocked chimneys 

ï Ventilation strategy? 

 

Å Conservation of the building fabric is 
not a static concept, it must consider 
how the interactions of the building 
and the surrounding environments 
change with time 

 

 



Internal moisture 

ÅThis affects the building fabric and it often causes 
problems linked to atmospheric moisture 

 

ÅNever separate technology with use 

 

ÅNeed to analyse how to maintain balance in a building 

 

 

 



Moisture risk management ς 
whole building approach 



Moisture risk management process 
Risk assessment and avoidance 

Risk mitigation plan 

Identification 
Whole building assessment 

 

Analysis  
Likelihood | Consequences 

 

Evaluation 
against criteria 

 

 
Monitoring strategy 

 

 
Quality Assurance 

 

 
Maintenance 

 



Moisture risk management process 


