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DO WE DESERVE ALL THIS?

A

surgeon walked into the operating theatre to
begin his work and greeted the patient who was
being prepped. To his surprise he recognised the
sadistic PE teacher from his school years. The patient
looked up at him and said, “Aren’t you the fat kid I
used to make run round the school field in the freezing cold?”
“No”, said the surgeon, ‘That’s the anaesthetist.”

H

ow we behave and treat people matters. There
are consequences!
But it is not that easy. Follow the Ten Commandments
people say. But they are a set of rules, and aspirational
at best. As St Paul says in his letter to friends in
Rome, they are intended to expose our need of God’s
Grace, his undeserved favour, so that we ask him for
it. There is bad and good in all our lives. And at the
end of that life we die.

T

he ‘Good News’ of the Christian faith is that
despite the ups and downs of life and the inconvenience of death, there is everything to hope for!

W

hy? Because Jesus Christ is risen, death could
not hold him, and he extends a helping hand
to all who care to take it by faith. Please join me in
doing so.

Tim Harper
Rector and Area Dean
Easter 2019

PALM SUNDAY 14th April
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
9am, Holy Communion (sung
BCP)
10:15am Blessing of the Palms
and procession, with Family
Communion
6pm Readings and music for
Palm Sunday
MONDAY 15h April
8pm Compline
WEDNESDAY 17th April
10am Holy Communion (BCP)
8pm Compline
MAUNDY THURSDAY 18th
April
7.30pm Christian Passover
8pm Maundy Thursday Sung
Eucharist with washing of feet
GOOD FRIDAY 19th April
2pm The Good Friday Liturgy
EASTER SATURDAY 20th
April
8:00pm Kindling of the New
Fires and Service of Light
EASTER SUNDAY 21st April
8am Holy Communion BCP
9am Holy Communion (sung
BCP)
10:15am Family Communion
(with Easter eggs)
6pm Festal Evensong for Easter
Day

Presentation of the Patron’s Award for
Miss Day’s Almshouses
On 10th December 2018 the Amersham United Charities Chair, Rev’d Canon
Tim Harper, with a representative Trustee and a representative Resident of the
Charity met HRH The Duke of Gloucester, Vice-Patron of the Almshouse
Association to receive the Patron’s Award for the refurbishment of the Miss
Day’s Almshouses in the High Street, Old Amersham, for recognition of
overall excellence in the recently completed redevelopment, with particular
emphasis on architectural merit, practicability and sustainability.
The Almshouse Association is keen to promote the highest standards of almshouse accommodation
and to ensure that almshouses continue to provide safe, warm and comfortable homes. New designs
and remodelling projects should add to the rich architectural heritage that almshouses represent. In
support of this objective, HRH The Prince of Wales, the Association’s Patron, presents Awards to
recognise outstanding almshouse projects.
For some time it had been recognised that Miss Day’s Almshouses did not provide appropriate
accommodation for modern living. In 2013 a scheme was developed to convert the nine existing
independent homes into seven, retaining the historic front façade and other important features of the
Grade 2 listed building. This provides greatly improved kitchen and lounge
areas within the cottages, including a downstairs toilet, and the replacement
of the original crooked narrow staircases with straight ones to the enlarged
bedroom and shower room. External walls have better insulation, significantly improving the thermal efficiency of the building. Utility services
have been upgraded and more storage facilities provided. The redevelopment of the cottages has
given considerable benefit to the residents, and has met the Charity’s objectives in providing affordable homes in the locality where residents have lived for much of their lives.
Chartered Surveyors Leonard Tridgell Associates were appointed to develop detailed plans and
manage the project, including obtaining the necessary planning and listed building consents. The
work has been carried out by Edgar Taylor (Buckingham) within the budget of just under one
million pounds and to the contract time, being completed in late Summer of 2017. The Charity was
delighted that Countess Howe agreed to be Patron for the Appeal to raise the necessary finance
through an extensive local fundraising campaign. Major grants were awarded from the Homes and
Communities Agency via the Almshouse Consortium Limited, and from Chiltern District Council.
Grants were obtained from local and national trusts and foundations, and significant funding was
raised from the local residential and business community. The target finance was achieved through
an interest free Almshouse Association loan, and by negotiating a small balancing loan from CAF
Bank.
The 2017 Patron’s Award presentations ceremony took place at Hammersmith United Charities,
who are celebrating their 400th anniversary. Tim Harper said “I was delighted, as Chair of Amersham United Charities, to receive the Award on behalf of the team of trustees who had done the real
work. Simon White and his colleague, of Leonard Tridgell Associates, have given excellent and
comprehensive service in design, specification, contractor selection, contract administration, project
cost control and post-project follow-up work, all of which were a major contributory factor in the
Charity receiving the Patron’s Award”.
Resident Gayle Berrington said “It was an
honour for me to represent the residents of Miss
Day’s Almshouses, and meet the Duke of
Gloucester”.
Photos courtesy of David Owens Photography www. david-owens.co.uk

Phones for refugees
by Lucinda Williamson

My name is Lucinda and I wanted to thank you all for the most wonderful gift of phones for refugees from the parish.
These phones are vital for the refugees to remain in contact with their families while
they are displaced. There is a UK based charity that provides the phone credit to the
refugees and this is how I first got involved. I went to Calais with the founder of the
charity phonecreditforrefugees.
In Calais I was shocked at what we experienced. Since the destruction of “The Jungle” the refugees there are homeless, hiding from border control police who confiscate their tents, smash their belongings and wake them with tear gas in earlymorning raids. Despite the myths, there are many families also
who have children living in these squalid surroundings.
The refugees I met are 100% appreciative so genuinely in a desperate situation, so hidden from society and I observed unfortunately many cases of real despair. Despite this, they were so
friendly and well mannered. I was absolutely humbled in their
company.
These phones are their only window to the outside world; connecting to society is
precious to them. What shocked me was that I could see they were very malnourished and thin, but the phone was more valuable to them than food, they said, because it's the comfort of staying in touch. This is their way of normalising their situation. People who have absolutely nothing have shared
their food with us and shown us the most immense
hospitality be cause they are so happy for our company and that someone is taking an interest in them.
My children aged 10 and 12 have come with me on
several trips to meet refugees in Brussels and Athens
and experienced real compassion. They have learned that the refugees have more in common with us than differences. These people
have nobody to look out for them. The only thing that gives them
comfort is their phones.
This is where I appreciate your kindness in helping me reach out to them.
Editor’s note: It’s not too late – if you have a mobile phone (however old), please remove the SIM card
and drop it into St. Mary’s Church. It will definitely be appreciated.
Check out the website www.pc4r.org for more information on how you can help.

Whole School Art Project:
“What makes your heart soar?” Report by Dawn Lammin
The art society in Amersham worked together with Miss Tillcock, our art co-ordinator, on a theme
of this art project called 'What makes your heart soar?'
The younger children studied the colour wheel and painted tones of colour using acrylic paint on
thick watercolour paper. Feathers were then drawn onto the colours and the older children created
beautiful patterns within the feathers and cut them out. The installation of the feathers was a great
puzzle to solve, as you can imagine 200 feathers on thick watercolour paper weigh a fair bit! All
of our pupils were asked about the things/people/places in their lives that makes them feel great.
All the children then had their photo taken in front of the wings they had created.

NICHE International was grateful to be one of the charities chosen by St Mary’s
Church to receive money from the summer fete. Our aim is to improve the care of
newborn babies in resource poor countries, by teaching a newborn care course
to midwives nurses and doctors.
In November 2018 some volunteers from the charity taught the course for the
first time in Liberia, a West African country that has been devastated by Ebola.
The training consists of lectures, and small group practical skills teaching.
Workshops and ‘scenarios’ aim to model to candidates the sort of problems they
might encounter in real life.
Alison Earley
The course was very successful. 26 midwives did the training and achieved the
(Skinner) is a paediatrician required standard in the tests at the end.
who used to work at Bucks
These newly trained midNHS Trust. For some years
she has been working with a
wives will be able to help
many mothers and babies.
charity in Cameroon, and is
also a Trustee of the newlyNICHE International
would like to thank St
formed charity
.
Mary’s for their support.
NICHE International
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This magazine was edited by Christine Pretty (christineapretty@gmail.com). I am always pleased to
receive articles or news for the magazine, as although I keep my ear to the ground, there are a lot of
things happening out there and they deserve a wider audience. Deadline for the Harvest Edition: 1st August 2019

