Preface
Since the old days, anniversaries have been used as a time to stop and
reflect. One hundred years of Hornsey Moravian Church is indeed a
landmark for doing just that. The slogan of the Centenary has been
chosen accordingly: ‘Reﬂecting, Consolidating, Reaching out’.
We look back and can see that we are ﬁrmly embedded in the history of
the Christian Church. Looking at the whole picture, 100 years seems a
tiny dot on a big map. However, zooming in we can ﬁnd many amazing
details. And this is what this book is all about. Hornsey Moravian Church
would not be what it is without many individuals – in the past and present
– pulling together and asking for God’s inspiration and guidance. We are
grateful that – despite major changes over the decades – this has been the
common thread of the life of the congregation.
We thank God for his guiding hand.
As we sing ‘The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord’
we recognise Christ as solid ground to stand on – in particular when
everything around us is in turmoil. I believe that having a rich history
and a ﬁrm foundation we are equipped to face the future with much
anticipation of experiencing God’s presence in our lives. I trust that not
only we as Hornsey Moravian Church but the neighbourhood in Hornsey
and beyond will beneﬁt from it.
I wish to thank everyone within our church and all our friends for your
support in so many different areas of life. A special thanks goes to those
who have made it possible to produce this book: Brn C. W. Schooling and
John Smith who wrote the ﬁrst part (1908 – 1968). We have slightly edited
it and added some more pictures.
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Sr Nora Smith has done a sterling job in compiling the second part (1969

Hornsey Moravian Church

– 2008). Srs Jackie Morten and Lorraine Parsons have contributed in a
great way in terms of textboxes and general advice. We are profoundly
indebted to Kit Gerould as a professional editor, Br David Bull (lay-out and
design) and Gary Pride (printer) who have given generously of their time
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and expertise. We thank Sr Patsy Holdsworth for making her painting
of Hornsey Moravian Church available (French title page at beginning of
second part).

Now thank we all our God,
with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done,
in whom his world rejoices;
who, from our mother’s arms,
hath blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

Martin Rinkart (1586 – 1649)

Joachim Kreusel

Hornsey, September 2008

© 1977 Printed by Moorley’s, Bible & Bookshop Ltd., Ilkeston
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Background
I had compiled quite a large part of this history of our Congregation, now
familiarly known in the British Province, and indeed in other Provinces,
as ‘HORNSEY’ when it occurred to me that many readers will not be
acquainted with the part of London where our History begins, namely,
FETTER LANE, one of London’s narrow lanes, which ran from Holborn to
Fleet Street. Here, opposite Breams Buildings, stood the Chapel, ﬁrst hired
by James Hutton for his ‘Society’, later, when the London Congregation
was formed on 10th November 1742, to become the Moravian Chapel,
frequented by ‘Great Men of our Church’, such as Zinzendorf, Peter Boehler,
James Hutton, the LaTrobes (James, Benjamin and Christian Ignatius) and
many others, including the Wesleys. Here Moravians worshipped for the
next two hundred years until that dreadful day in World War II when most
of Fetter Lane, including our Chapel and Mission Ofﬁces, was destroyed
in an air raid as mentioned later. New buildings have replaced the old and

Opening of the Church 24th September 1908

even the roadway has been somewhat altered; not even a plaque marks the
spot where our Chapel stood and where so many things were done in the
name of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
What a lot of changes took place over those two hundred years! One

and as we see in the following pages, people moved out into what became

can trace them by reading the diaries and other records in the Library

the suburbs. Although, as time went on, railway, Underground and bus

at Moravian Church House, where one ﬁnds that at one time only two

services made travelling to the City easy on weekdays, such was not the

members owned any means of transport, one ‘a horse and chaise’ and the

case on Sundays, when with the City workers remaining at home, there

other a horse. One reads of Ministers and others setting off for Bedford,
Fulneck, etc., by ‘Stage Coach’, or on foot, for places far away in the West
Country. London was very much a residential place as one can gather by the
large number of Churches, some large and some small, built everywhere;
Fetter Lane Chapel itself stood in two parishes. Then came the railways,
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was no need for frequent services. The further one lived, the fewer were
the trains, an important factor in bringing about the conditions accounted
for on the following pages.
C . W. Schooling
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In the Beginning

The Site
“Various sites in North London suburbs were examined by the Committee,
and it was decided to recommend a plot of ground on Priory Road,
Hornsey, at the foot of Muswell Hill. Their recommendation was approved
by the Congregation Council, and the site has now been purchased for
£910. It has frontage of 131 feet, and a depth of over 140 feet, and is

The following notes have been extracted from the ‘Moravian Messenger’
from 1907 to 1908, abridged where necessary.

moreover freehold. The district is a new one, few of the houses in it being
more than ten years old. While to all intents and purposes the site is on
the main road, it is separated from it by a public garden which runs along
the Priory Road to Hornsey. This ensures a certain amount of privacy, and

South vs North

will also prevent the noise of the electric cars causing annoyance during

“On 3rd March 1907 a Special Congregation Council Meeting was held at

services. At present there is only one church in the district - St. George’s

Fetter Lane to discuss the possibility of extension of the Church, either to

(C. of E.), a branch of the Hornsey Parish Church. (At that time St George’s

the North or South of London. Members had moved out into the suburbs,

stood on the corner of Priory Road and Park Avenue South, the site now

4-6 and even 8-10 miles from Fetter Lane; and although the Congregation

occupied by the Fire Station). Ours will be the ﬁrst Free Church in the ﬁeld.

had recently celebrated its 164th Anniversary, it was no longer one of
‘the strongholds of our Church in this country’. The time and expense of
travel, and the conscientious objection to travelling on Sunday, etc., had
resulted in thin and not inspiring services. There was no Sunday School
or any auxiliary activities. A statement of districts in which the 180 Fetter

Trams to various parts pass the site, and several G.N.R. Stations are within
a short distance. The people belong almost entirely to the middle class
and the wish, so often expressed, that efforts be made to reach the middle
classes, will have a chance of fulﬁlment.

Lane communicants lived showed that by far the largest nucleus lived in

“The designs of Messrs. Church & Sons, of South Place, Finsbury, for the

the North, quite large enough to warrant an attempt to establish a separate

new building have been, out of the ﬁve sent in, unanimously accepted by

congregation there.

the Committee and approved by the Council. The seating accommodation

“Eventually it was resolved:

will be for about 360 adults. The total expense incurred in the purchase of

(1) That endeavour be made to establish a congregation in the North of

the site, the erection of the Church, an iron Sunday School, and an organ,

London, the site of the church to be ﬁxed as to be most convenient to the

etc., will be at least £5000. Of this sum, £4000 has been borrowed, and the

members living in that district.

London Congregation will hold itself responsible for the interest on the

(2) That a committee of ﬁve be appointed, together with the minister, to
look out for a suitable site in the North of London.

loan; the remaining £1000, or probably £1500, it is proposed to raise by
subscriptions and a bazaar.

(3) That as soon as circumstances permit, the question of establishing a

“The new work is hardly likely to be easy. The Moravian Church is

congregation in the South of London be considered.”

practically unknown in London, and people do not care to join a Church

The ﬁrst resolution was passed without opposition. Those elected to the

about which they know nothing. If success is to be achieved, strenuous

Committee were: Brn. G. E. Bateman, H. O. Essex, C. J. Klesel, W. Pennington

and whole-hearted work will be required. We therefore ask for the practical

and O. Soldan. The name of Br. J. F. Pemsel (the congregation steward) was

sympathy of all our members in Britain, and their prayers that God may

added later.

bless the work, and make it a blessing to ourselves and many others.”
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The Foundation Stone
On Saturday, 7th December, Dr Brackenbury, J.P., Chairman of the Hornsey
Education Committee, and Mayor of Hornsey 1905-6, laid the foundation
stone of the New Moravian Church in Priory Road, Hornsey. There was
a large gathering at the Ceremony. Considerable progress had already
been made with the outer walls, and the people gathered in what will
evidently be the nave. After the hymn, ‘O God of Bethel’ and prayer, the
Rev. H. P. Mumford, who presided, spoke as follows: “We are meeting this
afternoon to begin a new work in Hornsey. Although new to Hornsey, our
Church is, however, not new to London. For more than a century and a half
Moravians have met Sunday by
Sunday at the historic Church
in Fetter Lane; historic, because
such well-known men as John
and Charles Wesley, George
Whitefield, Count Zinzendorf,
Joh n Ce n n ic k , a nd ot he r s
have been connected with it.
As long ago as 1749 it was
acknowledged by Parliament as
an ancient Protestant Episcopal
Church.”
Dr Brackenbury then laid the
stone, a handsome silver trowel
being provided for the purpose
by Mr J. F. Pemsel. He declared it laid to the glory of God, and said this was
an important occasion in the history of the Borough of Hornsey and the
neighbouring locality. He continued: “The Moravian Church in England is
not very large, but everyone would agree that its inﬂuence is entirely out
of proportion to its mere numbers. One has only to think of such names
as have been associated with it at some time or other - John Wesley, Mr.
Asquith, M.P., George Meredith and others - to see how widespread that
inﬂuence is.” He concluded: “If there is anything in the future I can do to
help the work, I would be very glad to have some part in it.”

Foundation stone

The Foundation stone can be seen on the right-hand side of the entrance to
the Church. Today, in summer, the Church is largely hidden by trees that
have grown up around it. An early photograph shows a sycamore tree by
the fence to the right of the Church as a mere sapling; in August 1972 the
trunk of this tree measured 7 feet in circumference near the base.

Hornsey Moravian Church 1908

The Opening
The opening of the Church took place on Thursday, 24th September 1908.
The service of Dedication commenced at 3 o’clock and lasted about an
hour. Addressing the congregation, Bishop E. R. Hassé said the occasion
was not one for many words, for they were gathered together to dedicate
that house to God. Yet there were certain feelings to which expression
might be given at such a time. First they had a deep feeling of gratitude to
God for the blessings He had all along bestowed upon the building of that
Church and upon their endeavours. Now they rejoiced in the completion
of that work, and would show it by devotion and sincerity. They offered
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1908

the building to God, and in the spirit, if not in the actual words, might
repeat the prayer of Solomon at the dedication of the Temple, believing
that among them was One who hallowed that house with His presence.
Solemnly, Bishop Hassé then consecrated the Church according to the
ritual and usage of the Moravian Church. Bishop Asmussen preached the
sermon, taking as his text II Cor, iv.5 - “We preach not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.”

moment when the ﬁrst Communion in the new Church was celebrated, the
Revs. H. P. Mumford, C. T. Klesel and R. Klesel ofﬁciating.

After an interval for tea, Mr. Edgar Ford, F.R.C.O., who had assisted the
Committee in the choice of the organ, gave an excellent recital on the new
instrument.

The Foundation-stone Laying, Consecration and First Sunday of our
Church have been fully dealt with. Of necessity, the future life of the
congregation, both spiritual and social, must be more brieﬂy noted, but I
trust the account will be of interest.

In the evening a public meeting was held, Mr. H. O. Essex presided and
the Church, which has a charming interior, was well ﬁlled. In a brief
opening speech, the Rev. H. P. Mumford returned thanks to all who had
taken a practical part in the erection of the Church, and complimented the
architect and the builder upon the excellence of their work. The Church,

“Some 200 or more Hornsey residents besides our own members from
all parts of London attended the Evening Service. The solo, How Beautiful
Are Thy dwellings was exquisitely rendered by Miss Edith Hieber; and
with another Communion Service, also very well attended, ended our ﬁrst
Sunday in Hornsey.”

he said, had no wish to interfere with the work of other Churches. They
wished to gain members from those who were not yet connected with
other churches, and he hoped all would co-operate with him in the work
to which they had set their hands. Letters received from ministers in
the neighbourhood, a sermon preached by the Rector, in Hornsey Parish
Church, and the presence at this meeting of the Vicar of St George’s
Church, all indicated “that the arrival of a Moravian Church in North
London was welcome.”

The First Sunday
“Sunday, September 27th was the ﬁrst Sunday at Priory Road, Hornsey,
and thanks to the presence of so many of our members from a distance,

The old ‘iron’ hall

and a good proportion of visitors from the neighbourhood, there were
large congregations at both Morning and Evening Services. Our beautiful
service was more impressive than ever. We followed it all with feelings
too deep for expression. The practice of singing the Te Deum between the
ﬁrst and second lessons was introduced and found to answer very well.
Under the direction of the Rev. C. J. Klesel, the choir led the singing of the
hymns, and gave a beautiful rendering of Jackson’s Te Deum in which the
congregation joined. Bishop Asmussen preached a very ﬁne sermon, his
subject being ‘God’s family on earth and in Heaven’. Then came the solemn

The Church premises were completed by the erection of a Church Hall.
Known as the ‘Iron Sunday School’ because it was constructed of timber
covered with corrugated iron, it stood behind the church with a path
between. It was ﬁnished in time for its ﬁrst function in May 1909, a threeday Bazaar, opened on the ﬁrst day by the Earl of Ronaldshay, M.P., on
the second by Mr H. and Lady Elizabeth Hesketh Pritchard, and on the
third by the children. This function raised £339, which when added to
other contributions made a total of £1086, £714 short of the cost of the

10

11

building.

1909

On 26th September 1909 the congregation held its First Anniversary
services, with 250 attending the morning service, 300-400 the Evening,
and about 100 the Holy Communion. Bishop E. R. Hassé preached at the
morning service on the text: “Thou shalt see greater things than these.”
The following day a well-attended meeting of members and friends was
held to discuss the formation of Church organisations.
The ﬁrst result of this meeting was that The Moravian Church Guild was
formed. This became the main social function of the Church, in which
both old and young took part, and met once a fortnight on Thursday, the
season lasting from October to the end of March. It was carried on without
interruption from 1909 until 1939. It must be remembered that these years
were pre-television and many of them pre-radio, so that, except for lantern
lectures, musical recitals and dramatic recitals, the evenings of the yearly
sessions were largely ﬁlled from the talent of the congregation; one saw
on the list printed on one’s Membership Ticket such items as ‘Dickens
Evening’, ‘Shakespeare Evening’, ‘Gilbert and Sullivan Evening’, ‘Ladies’
Evening’, ‘Men’s Evening’, etc. Much secrecy was needed to keep the items
of the last two from becoming known before the performance! Space was
limited in the hall, so quite a lot of rehearsing was done in the homes of
members; a lot of work went into them, but one also enjoyed much fun
and friendship. Many people became connected with the Church through
ﬁrst joining the Moravian Church Guild.
The second result was the formation, under the Superintendency of Br.
H. O. Essex, of a Sunday School with 11 teachers. This soon began to
grow and statistics show that there were 110 scholars and 12 teachers
on 1st January 1911, and two years later 131 scholars and 13 teachers,
and on 1st January 1914, 154 scholars and 16 teachers. The ‘Iron’ Sunday
School could not accommodate so many children, so the Bible classes and
the two top classes of boys and girls were moved into the Church. This
arrangement continued for many years, during which we hoped that one
day we would be able to build a new Sunday School. On 27th September
1914 a presentation was made to Br. H. O. Essex on his retirement from the
superintendency of the Sunday School. He was succeeded in December by
Br. Harry Smith, the father of the present minister, who had recently been
received as a Communicant member.
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For the first two years, Hornsey shared the Minister and Committee
of the ‘Mother Church’ Fetter Lane; then in 1911 it became a Separate
Congregation with the Rev. H. P. Mumford as Minister and a Committee of
six, elected from her membership: Brn. W. Pennington (Treasurer), H. O.
Essex (also S.S. Supt.), W. H. Hare, C. J. Klesel, G. H. Pemsel and O. Soldan.
However, people continued to have strange ideas about ‘The Moravians’
and many refrained from associating themselves with the Church because
of its foreign-sounding name. During the autumn of 1910, the Rev. H. P.
Mumford gave an address on “Who and what are the Moravians?”. The
Press were among the congregation and a two-column report appeared
in the local paper. The following week a similar address was given to
the Muswell Hill Brotherhood by Bishop E. R. Hassé, and well-reported
in the Muswell Hill Record. The following year, explanatory Leaflets
were distributed, stating that ours was an episcopal Church and giving
information as to its origin. In 1911 a report stated: “A number of people
attend regularly, look to our Minister for pastoral visitation, give liberally
to offertories on Sundays, respond readily when work has to be done in
any way possible, but have not yet become Communicant members or
taken sittings, and therefore are not included in recorded numbers.”
Two boys from the Sunday School were received into the Church by
conﬁrmation on 7th May 1911, the ﬁrst new members from the young
generation. The ﬁrst Single Sisters’ Festival was also held on 6th May, when
18 sisters and several elder girls from the Sunday School were present
at 5.00 p.m. tea. It will be seen, therefore, that some events common to
other Moravian Congregations were taking their place at Hornsey. On
20th January 1912, communicants, adherents and others were invited
to be present at tea, and afterwards to stay and discuss Church matters.
Many availed themselves of the invitation, and with the Rev. H. P. Mumford
in the Chair, the Sunday School, Church ﬁnance and other matters were
discussed. The ‘Congregation Tea and Meeting’ was an annual ﬁxture
for many years, reports being given on all Church activities and general
matters discussed.
In addition to the Guild, another popular social event was the Summer
Garden Party held annually for many years until 1938, on the lawn at
the side of the Church, which in those days extended 140 feet from the
front fence to that bordering the gardens of Danvers Road, with a ﬁne ash
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tree standing where the Air-Raid shelter is, giving welcome shade on hot
days. Teas and refreshments were served on the upper part of the lawn,
and it was amazing what the ladies of those days produced from the tiny
kitchens of our old ‘iron’ hall. There were fancy dress dances by groups of
children, various races for the young and
not so young, usually culminating in a tugof-war by two teams of men. In addition
there were some side shows, a ﬂower stall,
etc. We were generally favoured with ﬁne
weather, but in 1927 it was dull with a
strong, cold wind; a photograph shows our
minister clad in an overcoat and the lady
‘opener’ wearing a fur. Except for a brief
opening on the lawn, everything else took
World War I plaque – Alexandra Palace
place in the hall!
The Ladies’ Sewing Party, like the Guild, was commenced in the ﬁrst year
of the Congregation’s life. It continued for more than 50 years and during
the whole of this time, the married ladies combined a social gathering with
work for the Church, for the plain and fancy needlework, knitted goods,
etc., went to stock their stalls at Bazaars and Sales of Work, resulting in
many pounds ﬁnding their way into Church Funds.

1912

In June 1912, the Congregation experienced its ﬁrst change of Minister,
when the Rev. H. P. Mumford, who had been in charge of the Congregation
since its separation from Fetter Lane, received a call to the new London
congregation of St John’s, Upton Manor. The house in which he lived in
Muswell Hill was his own, and so at his departure the congregation was
faced with the task of ﬁnding a manse for his successor. No. 36 Warner
Road was selected, at a rental of £40 a year (about 77np per week) and the
new minister, Rev. H. W. Mellowes and his family duly installed. In 1924
the house was purchased for £1100, some of the capital being advanced
by loans from members of the congregation. These were ﬁnally paid off in
the Spring of 1925 following a three-day Bazaar in St George’s Hall, which
raised £400.
During Br. Mellowes’ ministry, the Tennis Club was formed, and continued
until about 1926. We played on two very pleasantly situated courts in
Cranley Gardens. A bit of spare ground outside the courts, planted with
14

shrubs, enabled us to have a hut to house chairs and equipment, and
from which teas were served on Saturdays. Matches were played against
neighbouring clubs, and handicap tournaments were held during the
season.
Br. Mellowes’ promising ministry was, however, cut short when, after the
death of his wife, he felt he could no longer continue his work at Hornsey
and was replaced in March 1915 by Rev. J. E. Zippel.
During the years of World War I there is little recorded news, but the work
of the church continued quietly among both old and young, spiritually
and socially. Between 30 and 40 men connected with the congregation
joined the Armed Forces, eight of them being killed in action. On Palm
Sunday 1920, a Memorial Tablet, inscribed with their names, was unveiled
in an impressive ceremony following the morning service.
Statistics for 1914 - Communicants 133, Adherents 72, Members’ Children

1914

53, Sunday Scholars 170, Teachers 18 - Gains 62.
Average Attendances - Morning 160 plus 50 children, Evening 230, Holy
Communion 100, S.S. 126.
In 1916 the Congregation became self-supporting, 8 years after its
foundation.

Some Events of the 1920s
1921 dawned on a sad note with the ‘home call’ of Br. H. O. Essex, who had
served our Church in its wider aspects for many years; and on 14th April,
after a long illness we lost Br. W. A. Brown, our organist for many years.
However, at the Council Meeting held in February 1922, a new Committee
was elected, seven men and one courageous woman accepting ofﬁce, and
the ‘courageous one’ was Sr. Maud Essex, daughter of the late Br. Essex who
remained a member of the Church Committee for many years after, being
eventually joined by other Sisters.
Up to this time the Church had been lit by gas lamps, but in the autumn
of 1922 its beauty was greatly enhanced by the installation of electric light
throughout the building, the generous gift of Sr. Lamble in memory of her
husband.
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1921

pass, many plans drawn and much money raised, before the new Sunday
School became a reality, as we shall see later.
On 19th October 1924, our minister, Bishop J. E. Zippel, announced his
acceptance of a call to the service of the Congregation at Kingswood, thus
bringing to an end a ministry of 9 years. We said’ ‘Farewell’ to him on 15th
November and ‘Welcome’ to Rev. and Mrs. C. H. Shawe on the following
Saturday, 22nd November, when they were introduced on behalf of the
Provincial Elders Conference (P.E.C.) by the Rev. H. J. Wilson. The meeting
was a hearty and enthusiastic one, and we entered on a new era in our
history with hope and conﬁdence.
The ﬁnancial statement for 1924 showed a deﬁcit - the ﬁrst in twelve years
- not large, but sufﬁcient to embarrass the Treasurer and cast gloom over
our Annual Tea and Business Meeting. But at the close of the statement
spontaneous gifts of cash and promises of more were made by those
present, so that when the various amounts were added up it was found
that the deﬁciency had been more than wiped out. With grateful hearts the
On 17th June 1921, the Investiture of our newly formed Boy Scout Troop

meeting rose and sang the Doxology, for, as our minister stated, though

was conducted in the Church by the District Commissioner, W. E. Starling

a Church does not live by money, it was the God-given spirit that had

Esq. The oath was taken ﬁrst by the Scoutmaster, Mr Rudland, followed by

produced this wonderful spontaneous display of Christian liberality.

members of the two Patrols, the Lions and the Bulldogs.
On 12th March the following year, the recently formed Wolf Cub Pack
had its investiture. Two years later it numbered 55. In the closing part of
1924, the older Boy Scouts formed themselves into a Rover Troop, and a
long-felt want was met by the formation of a Brownie Pack with the late
Sr. Muriel Baker as ‘Brown Owl’. However, it was not till the winter of 1927
that the uniformed groups found completion with the creation, under the
leadership of Sr. E. Johnston, of a company of the Girl Guides.
The growth of our Sunday School, uniformed groups and other church
organisations that had to be accommodated in the little iron hall soon
made the need for a new Sunday School a pressing one. For instance the
Men’s Bible Class had to meet at the manse on Sunday afternoons, as there
was no space available on church premises. In November 1922, the Sunday
School Extension Fund, which stood at £200, was trebled as a result of a

A garden party in the early 20’s

three-day Bazaar held in St George’s hall. But alas, many years were to
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1924

1928

Early in 1928 we lost one of our Founder Members, the Rev. C. J. Klesel,

there was a Birthday Tea, a feature of which was a huge cake bearing

father of Sr. M. T. Smith, for many years Provincial Missions Secretary. At

twenty-one candles. It was presented by Mr and Mrs W. Scandrett, of

the time of his death he was a member of the Church Committee, Treasurer

St Leonards, the ﬁrst couple to be married in the Church, cut by Rev. H. P.

of the Moravian Guild and a member of the choir; he also read the lessons

Mumford, the ﬁrst minister, and handed round by Miss Marjorie Pemsel

each Sunday and assisted the minister with Holy Communion.

(now Mrs Grover of Bexhill), the ﬁrst baby to be baptised in the Church.

The congregation had its ﬁrst experience of Synod in July 1928. Sleeping
accommodation for the majority of the 78 members was found in the homes
of members and friends of the Congregation in the district. Synodals were

The following day there was a special children’s service in the afternoon,
when each Sunday Scholar received a piece. The birthday offering was
£200.

impressed with the beauty and dignity of our Church building, with its

The Hornsey Church had separated from Fetter Lane in 1910. Then the

adjacent lawn (now but a shadow of its original self), in a summer setting

communicant membership was 67; now in 1929, it was 134.

of trees. Assisted by Br. G. Pemsel and Br. Russell (an encyclopaedia on
London’s ways and byways), with a large band of volunteers, Br. Shawe
demonstrated the ability of a ‘new’ Congregation to do things quite as well
as any Settlement! So runs the comment of a visitor.

...and of the 1930s
12th July 1931 was a very special day at Hornsey, as it marked the return
of Br. C. H. Shawe from General Synod at Herrnhut, and also the visit of

1931

several American brethren and their families from both Provinces, who
broke their journey home to keep a promise made to Br. Shawe to speak at
our services, on what he called ‘American Sundays’, amongst them Bishop
Hoyler, Bishop Pfohl, and Brn. A. Haupert and C. Gutensohn.
In September the following year, on the occasion of our Harvest
Thanksgiving, Br. Shawe preached his farewell sermons, and on 1st
October we gathered to greet our new minister, Br. C. H. Mellowes, and
his wife. The charge and Ceremony of Introduction were pronounced by
Bishop Ward in his own inimitable way, and speeches of welcome made by

21st Birthday cake

members from various sections of Church life.

1929

With the coming of 1929, our thoughts were directed to the approach of
our Congregation’s Twenty-ﬁrst Birthday. At the Annual Tea and Meeting
in March, a Birthday Fund was inaugurated for the beneﬁt of Church
Funds.

The Music Lovers Guild, formed earlier in 1932 to raise funds for a new
heating system in the Church, held its ﬁnal event on 15th October. This
took the form of a Choir Concert, when selections from The Rebel Maid
and other items were performed under the conductorship of Mr Frank

At last the time for our Coming-of-age Celebrations arrived. They began

Clemens. Mrs Roberts-Morgan, the soloist, and Miss Ruth Pemsel, the

with a service in the Church on the evening of 23rd October, conducted by

accompanist, were both presented with bouquets. In October the following

Bishop J. E. Zippel acting for Br. Shawe who was ill. The following Saturday

year, part of the 25th Anniversary celebrations, Br. Clemens, now our
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1932

church organist, delighted the company with a recital, prior to which a

attended and the gathering was often a large one. After the Secretary had

large gathering had assembled in the hall for tea - despite torrential rain.

given his report, a guest speaker would address the meeting on some

And in 1935, again under his leadership, a Choir Festival was held. Lasting

aspect of the Society’s work. Singing was accompanied by the local band

for a week in November, it consisted of two Musical Services, a Choral and

of the Salvation Army.

Organ Service, and an Organ Recital.

1932

1934

1936

20th June 1937 marked the close of Br. Mellowes’ ministry, and six days

On 17th September 1932, the Brethren’s Festival was held for the ﬁrst
time in Hornsey. About twenty were present at tea in the hall and were
given a special address by our Minister at the Evening Service, but there
is no record of its having been repeated. However, an opportunity to work
with men came through our contact with the Priory Park Philosophers,
a band of elderly, retired gentlemen, under the leadership of Councillor
Blake, who met daily in Priory Park for a smoke and a chat, and eventually
possessed their own hut and bowling green. For his great interest in
them, they made our Minister their Chaplain and paraded for a special
service once a month. How they loved to sing their favourite hymns! The
association continued for a number of years from 1934.

later we gathered to welcome his successor, Br. L. J. Britton, and his wife. A

Another event of special note was the Consecration of Bishop C. H. Shawe
on 16th October 1934. The occasion was memorable, not only for the
impressive service and the presence of the ofﬁciating Bishops - H. R.
Mumford, J. E. Zippel and S. L. Connor (who was himself consecrated in
Hornsey Church on 5th July 1928) - but also for the gathering together of
members of several congregations who had been under Bishop Shawe’s
ministry, many of whom had travelled some distance to be present at the
service.

things had taken place within it, both socially and spiritually.

In 1936, the Council Meeting decided that instead of holding a Sale of
Work, members should put aside the money they might have spent at the
sale, envelopes being provided for this purpose. The day appointed for the
‘Phantom Sale’, as it was called, was 6th December, when a white casket was
placed in the church porch to receive our envelopes as we entered. At the
close of the evening service, prior to the Holy Communion, Br. Mellowes
was able to announce that no less than £175 had been subscribed. The
name was later changed to ‘Church Support Sunday’, and later still to ‘Gift
Day’. The casket, now painted red, is still in use.

1937

year later, 75 Priory Park Philosophers and their wives attended a special
service to mark the ﬁrst anniversary of his becoming their Chaplain.
However, the highlight of the 1930s was assuredly the building of the New
Sunday School. With a grant of £1000 from Provincial funds, we had, by
the end of 1938, sufﬁcient money to go ahead with the project. A plan had
been drawn up which satisﬁed both the Congregation and the Hornsey
Borough Council, and so on 11th February 1939, at a happy, if nostalgic,
Congregation Tea and Meeting we said ‘farewell’ to the little building which
had served us so well for thirty years. Despite its inadequacy, wonderful

On the site of the old building, there soon arose the framework of the new,
the Foundation Stone of which was laid by the late Bishop C. H. Shawe on
10th June 1939, in the presence of a large gathering which included the
Architect, the Builder, the Vicar of St George’s Church, Councillor Blake
and members of our own and other Moravian congregations.
Meanwhile, organisations had to ﬁnd other premises. The Scouts, for
instance, took to the basement of the old St George’s hall in Park Road
and to a hut in the car park of the Ritz Cinema, Muswell Hill. Under Group
Scout-master Br. Gilchrist, Cubmaster T. Collins, Scoutmaster Jack Patrick
and Rover Leader Bert Clifton: they now numbered about 24 cubs, 16
scouts and 10 rovers. Stan Dickin recalls that this time. was the time when
some of the older ones took turns at ‘pumping the organ’ in the church at
various services.
September 1939 saw the completion of our new hall, and the ofﬁcial

In the 1930s the annual meetings of the Hornsey Auxiliary of the British
and Foreign Bible Society were often held on our lawn or, in the event of
bad weather, in the hall; representatives of most of the local churches

opening was planned for 26th October. But, alas for our hopes - before this
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could take place the country was plunged into World War II, and 61/2 years
were to pass before we were free to make use of it.

1939

The War Years
1939

I can still picture the scene in the vestry on Sunday morning 3rd September
1939, as we stood around a table on which was a wireless set, awaiting a
message from the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Neville Chamberlain. At
the back stood Br. Vancura of Czechoslovakia, head resting against the
doorway into the choir, thoughts doubtless on those near and dear to him,
relatives. Moravian brethren and sisters in his Church... Big Ben chimed
‘eleven’ and we heard the Prime
Minister’s voice: “It was War!” The
wireless was switched off and we
went into church, but Br. Britton
had scarcely announced his text
when our ears were assailed by
the sound which was to become
all too fam iliar as time went
on, the ‘air-raid warning’. The
Benediction was pronounced, and
after a brief prayer and hurried
handshake, we made for home.
The winter was a quiet one, all
the ch ildren as well as many
members having been evacuated,
a nd t he blac k-out a nd ot he r
conditions prevented all evening
activities except in private homes.
Br. Britton kept in contact with
evacuated members, and news
of them was posted on the porch
notice board. Parcels were sent at
Christmas to all members in the
Forces.

Laying the foundation stone
of the Church Hall

1940

but a congregation of between 20 and 30 adults gathered for worship
Sunday by Sunday. We were constantly in the thoughts and prayers of our
absent friends, and they in ours.
Something to the credit of the blitz was closer denominational friendship
in the area. On 3rd October 1940, St George’s Church (on the site of the
present ﬁre station in Priory Road) was damaged by a landmine and rendered unﬁt for use, and we were glad to be
able to offer them our hall in which to hold services. Their
Church was shored up and made safe by November 1941,
and we joined with them for the first service on their
return ‘home’. The electric clock in our hall was presented
by them in gratitude for the help we were able to give.
On 10th May 1941, we were stunned by the news of the destruction of our
Chapel and ofﬁce premises in Fetter Lane.

1941

Our hall was requisitioned as
a Rest Centre for bombed-out
families, and remained so until
January 1946. Money received
for the use of the hall enabled us
to pay off loans etc. more quickly
than would otherwise have been
possible. By March 1939 the
congregation had raised £3118
of the £4618 required, but with
the help of this compensation
Fetter Lane – Old Chapel
the building was free of debt
by Aug ust 1944. To prov ide
protection for families using the hall in the event of an air-raid, the Local
Authority were quick to erect the rather inelegant but extremely tough
building which stands on the church lawn - later known as the ‘Scout Hut’,
later still as the ‘Ranger Hut’, today as the ‘Boys’ Brigade Hut’.

In September 1940, the blitz started in real earnest and kept on, month
after month. Often one came home from work to the wail of the ‘warning’,
to spend time in whatever shelter one had until the ‘all clear’ - often just as
one was due to go to work again. For many, even such rest was not possible,
for they were on ‘Fire Watch’ or other duties. No Sunday School was held,

On 16th July 1941 the congregation had its ﬁrst experience of a Lovefeast,
but to most of us, dealing with a cup of tea and an unsweetened bun while
the minister was speaking did not prove easy! Another was planned, but
owing to milk rationing, had to be cancelled. It was not until July 1942
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that the second was held, in the hymns of which we remembered our
evacuated members and those in the Forces.
Of the Scout Group, most, including the leaders, disappeared at the
outbreak of War. The few who remained met at the home of Stan Dickin in
Rectory Gardens, and as Troop Leader, he kept the Group in being. In 1941
they managed to get the use of the new hall, although still ofﬁcially a Rest
Centre. The Group began to expand, since it was one of the few still active
in the District, and at one stage the Cubs numbered 32, the Scouts 30, and
Seniors 10 - probably their greatest numerical strength. Elsie Barringer
took over the Cub Pack and when Stan Dickin joined the Navy, Ken
Richardson took over the Troop, followed by Doug Nunn and Len Ivell.

1942

1944

At the Parade Service on 12th July 1942, we stood in silence in memory of
two of our Rovers, Br. Harold Cowland and his friend H. August, who had
been killed in action. The following year, the congregation suffered the
loss of a well-loved member, Br. Charles J. Russell, one of the ﬁrst local
residents to join the congregation, which he served loyally as Committee
member, Sunday School teacher, Auditor and Book Room Steward. His
cheerful greeting as one entered church was the means of making many
a newcomer feel ‘at home’.
27th August 1944 marked the close of Br. Britton’s ministry in response
to a call to become Headmaster of Fulneck Boys’ School. At a meeting
in the hall after Evening Service, we expressed our appreciation to him
and Sr. Britton by word and gift. Dr. C. S. Simpson of St George’s Church
was present, and having seen six Moravian ministers come and go, said
jokingly: “They have not got rid of me yet!” On 2nd September we gathered
to welcome our new minister, Br. E. Wilson.
By this time, raids by aircraft had been replaced by ‘V.1.’ and ‘V.2.’ projectile
attacks, in the ﬁrst of which one of our scholars, Winnie Greenoff, aged
9, who lived over one of the shops which stood opposite Barclays Bank
on Park Road, was killed. Her brother, Willy, who was a Scout, received a
commendation for his conduct at the time of this tragic incident.

1945

However, with the coming of Spring, our thoughts and hopes turned to
the ending of the War which had gone on so long. On 7th May 1945, the
late Br. Walter Asboe gave a lantern lecture on ‘Tibet’, after which we all
adjourned to the church where a radio had been installed to listen to the
‘Nine O’Clock News’ with its declaration of the cessation of the European
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War. The thoughts of some went back to that Sunday morning, so long ago,
when we had listened to another radio when war was declared!
As a congregation, Hornsey had been mercifully preserved.
The church premises had suffered but the slightest of damage;
several homes had been damaged in varying degrees, but with
the exception of little Winnie Greenoff none of us at home had
suffered bodily harm. Four of our young men in the Forces had
given their lives in the service of their country and the world,
Br. Ronald Barringer, Br. Harold Cowland, Br. D. A. C. August
and Br. H. A.Merrony, and together with those who died in
World War I, are remembered year by year at our Remembrance
Day services held on the Sunday nearest to 11th November. An
additional tablet bearing their names was unveiled by Group
Scoutmaster Br. P. C. Gilchrist at a Parade Service in 1947. On
12th July 1945 a ‘Victory Party’ was given for the children.

Post-War Rebuilding
By 1946, congregation life had regained much of its pre-war activity; the
Moravian Guild was resumed but for some reason did not regain its former
popularity. It was replaced for a while by a series of ‘At Homes’, a husband
and wife acting as host and hostess, arranging the programme and
providing refreshments. Together with other local ministers, Br. Wilson
took part in an evangelistic effort known as the ‘Christian Commando
Campaign’, visiting factories, offices, public houses, etc., in the area,
talking to groups of people, endeavouring to tell them of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. The campaign took place in the summer of 1947.
During 1946 the Sunday School grew from a mere handful to 112 scholars,
and continued to increase until by the end of 1949 it numbered 150.
In that year fifteen scholars missed not more than two attendances,
and several missed only three. The expansion was most marked in the
Primary Department, but fortunately we had a band of young people
ready to become teachers, under the wise leadership of Sr. M. T. Smith. On
21st December 1947, Br. Wilson introduced the congregation to what was
to become a ﬁrm favourite - the Christingle Service.
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1946

With such an inﬂux of new scholars, most from homes with no Church
connection, Sr. Wilson decided to begin a weekly meeting for their
mothers - the ‘Mothers’ Fellowship’ it was called. It began on Thursday,
30th September 1946 and has continued ever since, under the leadership
of successive ministers’ wives, giving valuable support to the Church although today we know it as the ‘Women’s Fellowship’. In the same year
the Badminton Club, which had begun before the War, was restarted by
Kay Hamment (née Adams) and her sister Hazel. It, too, has continued to
the present time, despite many changes in membership.

1947

Early in 1947 we suffered the loss of a founder member, Br. George H.
Pemsel, one of the nucleus from Fetter Lane. When Hornsey became a
separate congregation in 1911 he was elected to the Church Committee,
remaining so until his death, having served as Steward and Treasurer
for many years. At the end of August we bade farewell to Br. R. S. Burd
and his wife, giving him a surplice as a parting gift; they left for Jamaica
the following week. Bob had joined the Sunday School as a small boy and
passed through all its departments. He was conﬁrmed and became a
teacher. On leaving school he joined the ofﬁce staff at Fetter Lane, served
with the Forces during the War, and on demobilisation offered himself for
Mission Service - the ﬁrst from Hornsey to be ordained. In the same year
we said good-bye to our organist, Br. John Norris, who had moved from
the area. Originally organist at Fairﬁeld, he had taken over in 1936 from
Br. Clemens and had given excellent service throughout the difﬁcult war
years. He was succeeded by Sr. M. T. Smith.

1948

Harvest Festival 1948 coincided with Br. Wilson’s last Sunday as minister.
Br. Birtill of the P.E.C. said he had come to Hornsey when ﬂying bombs
caused danger and destruction in the neighbourhood and had, with
great courage, guided the congregation through this and the period of
unsettlement following the end of the War. The following Saturday we
met in the hall to welcome Br. and Sr. F. H. Mellowes - ‘Moravians Welcome
Third Mellowes’ was the headline in the local paper!
Efforts in aid of Moravian Missions were a feature of this period. On
Easter Day 1948 a special offering raised £110, and two months later a
Sale of Work raised the same again. Then with the New Year, plans were
made for an effort called ‘The Rainbow Bazaar’, whose object was to raise
£100 for Missions and £200 for a new church boiler. As the day drew near,
rainbows appeared on every available window, and the colours of the
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spectrum formed the colour scheme of the stalls. The openers were Dr. S.
K. Hutton and Mr. David Gammans, M.P., and evening entertainment was
provided by the Choir, the Sunday School and by Miss Marjorie Russell
and friends. The target was exceeded by £1.9.8d and - as if in anticipation
- the boiler gave out two days before!
The theme of Missions was taken up again in 1950, when the ﬁrst effort
was a Missionary Tea. Sr. C. Smith and Br. H. Smith exhibited Eskimo
curios, handwork, etc., and Sr. Smith spoke of her life as a missionary
in Labrador. She was followed by Br. Burd, who related his experiences
at Carmel, Jamaica. With other efforts during the year, almost £200 was
raised, a great achievement in those pre-inﬂation days!
In December 1948 the congregation welcomed back Br. and Sr. Shawe,
following a tour of the U.S.A. and Canada, but few guessed what impact
that tour would have on the life of our own Province. Sr. Shawe had seen
the Moravian Women’s Auxiliary at work, and was determined to help our
Churches to share in its beneﬁts. With Sr. Britton and Sr. Birtill at her side,
she set to work, and Hornsey members were involved from the outset.
Sr. Marion Gilchrist and Sr. Vera Coates became Provincial Secretary and
Treasurer, respectively, holding ofﬁce until 1958.

1948

On 9th January 1950, the Hornsey circle had its ﬁrst meeting, with Sr.
Margaret Mellowes in the chair and 32 sisters present, Sr. Ruth Clemens
reading the missionary paper. The M.W.A. had taken root in Hornsey,
and two years later held its ﬁrst Annual Service. Sr. Shawe presided, Sr.
Douglas preached and members of the circle read lessons, offered prayer
and received the offering. Down the years the M.W.A. has done much to
promote understanding of the Bible, awareness of missionary work, and
fellowship amongst the sisters of the congregation.

1950

The period was also notable for the rebuilding of the choir and an
emphasis on church music generally. In 1951 the choir rendered three
quite demanding works, Olivet to Calvary, Hear My Prayer and Jackson’s
Te Deum. Although very little speciﬁc reference has so far been made to
the choir, it has in fact remained in being throughout the history of the
congregation (except in World War II), leading our praise and enriching the
services of the church with anthems, carols and other special music. Some
of its members have had many years’ service to their credit.

1951

Also in 1951, an attempt was made to evangelism. After careful
preparation, a group of members undertook to visit homes in the
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neighbourhood, inviting people to a series of special meetings, but the
response was disappointing. However, on 30th September there arrived

Quincentenary and All that

amongst us a newcomer from as far away as Antigua, in the West Indies

On 23rd March 1952, with still ﬁve years to go, our thoughts were directed

- Br. Sydney Walling. In England for a Post Ofﬁce course, he had found

towards the 500th Anniversary of the Moravian Church. At the evening

lodgings in Crouch End and was delighted to discover a Moravian Church

service Br. L. J. Britton preached on the text: “Look unto the Rock whence

within walking distance. At a Social Hour that ﬁrst evening, he charmed

ye were hewn”, and gave us the motto which was to be such a feature of

us with stories of his family; and how Antiguans prepared for Christmas.

the forthcoming celebrations - “Pride in our past and faith in our future.”

During his year’s stay he gave valuable help with the choir, and later on

It was the ﬁrst ‘Quincentenary Sunday’. Later the same year a special

made two more visits for the weddings of his daughters, by which time

exhibition of old Moravian needlework and embroidery, visited by 300

many of his fellow Antiguans had settled in London. He was the ‘Morning

people, raised £23 for the new Quincentenary Fund.

Star’ of the West Indians at Hornsey.

On 28th September the ministry of Br. Mellowes came to an end and we

Meanwhile the Uniformed Groups had begun to ﬂourish again. Sr. Ethel

gathered after the Evening Service to express our appreciation of all he

Coote (née Jones) had taken over the Guides and Brownies during the War,

had done. Five days later, we welcomed his successor, Br. R. G. Farrar, with

and in 1946 she restarted the Rangers, assisted by Jeanette Manley. As

his wife and small daughter. After words of introduction by Br. P. Gilchrist

Guide Captain, she now had the help of Avis Dickin (née Kent), who was

and Sr. H. Smith, they were introduced to members individually.

Lieutenant for 9 years from 1949. On 1st December 1951 they celebrated
their 25th Anniversary with a party, at which past and present ofﬁcers
were present, the magniﬁcent cake, in the shape of a Trefoil, being made
by Sr. E. Simmons. By this time, too, some of the older members of the
Scout Group were back in Hornsey. Bill Ford took charge of the Cubs and
Cliff Barringer and Stan Dickin the Troop, with Br. Gilchrist as Group
Scoutmaster. At one period the leaders acted as Chapel Servants one

During the last quarter of this year we lost two of our older members.
Br. Harry Smith, who died in his 83rd year, had been a member for many
years, serving in choir and Sunday School (as teacher and superintendent)
- and by his practical gifts had saved the Church many pounds by carrying
out repairs etc. Sr. Sarah Pennington, originally a Dukinﬁeld member, was
another of the small nucleus who had come from Fetter Lane in 1908 to

Sunday a month.

begin the work at Hornsey. She died in her 93rd year.

The air-raid shelter on the lawn, never used as such during the War, would

Prior to his departure for mission service in the island of St Thomas,

have been costly to demolish, and so it was modiﬁed and made available

Br. Ted Hasler was ordained in our Church. During his time with us in

to the Scouts, who took formal possession of it at a Social on 27th October

Hornsey, whilst preparing for Church service, he occupied the pulpit on

1951. It was to be their home until taken over by the Guides and Sea

a number of occasions, served as leader of the Junior Department of the

Ranger Unit in 1969. Not content with maintaining their own activities,

Sunday School and formed a group of young people - ‘The Pathﬁnders’

the young people also tried to help the less fortunate. At Christmas 1951

- who met weekly at his home.

the Scouts and Curbs not only brought toys to the Christingle Service, but
entertained some poorer children to tea in the hall afterwards, while the
Brownies made up parcels for old people.

On 6th March 1954, we resumed the pre-War custom of holding, on a
Saturday early in the year, our Congregation Tea and Meeting. Between 40
and 50 sat down to tea, listened to reports from Church, Sunday School,

Earlier the same year, two people destined to have a great inﬂuence on our

etc., and discussed plans for future events. Later that year, on Church

children and young people were received into communicant membership

Anniversary Sunday, we witnessed a pleasant little ceremony at which our

- Sr. Kathleen Benson and Br. Ron Ball. Two years later, with Sr. Edie

Treasurer, Br. Ian Kinross, presented Br. C. H. Shawe with a cheque to mark

Simmons, they became members of the Church Committee.

his retirement from Church Service. “It will enable him to buy a chair in
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1954

which to sit and enjoy his pipe,” he said. Expressing his thanks, the Bishop

“From the spacious galleries we gazed on row upon row of Moravians,

said it was symbolic of the support he had always received from the

hushed and intent, waiting for the great hour of history to strike. Br. F. E.

Hornsey congregation. On 12th December the ordination took place of Br.

Birtill led the distinguished speakers and fraternal friends to their seats

John Smith, the second Hornsey boy to enter the Moravian ministry.

on the wide rostrum. The hour came - and hundreds of voices, young and

The following March, the Congregation Tea and Meeting coincided with
the 84th birthday of Br. H. M. Pidgeon. ln reply to our good wishes, he
said that he “owed his long life to our Church and to the happiness and
peace of mind it had brought to him.” He continued to serve it for some

1956

490 years: ‘Come let us all with gladness raise’. In the lines of this noble
hymn, did 20th Century Moravians echo the faith of their 15th Century
brethren.

years after that. On 10th July we said ‘good-bye’ to Br. Ivan Shawe, upon

“The Lovefeast buns and cups of tea were served quietly and deftly by

his return home to Jamaica. He had been with us for some time, making

sisters dressed in Moravian costume, while we sang a collection of hymns,

himself very much at home, occupying the pulpit on several occasions.

rich in meaning and majestic in melody. The introductory address was

The highlight of 1956 was ‘Synod’, which had been invited to Hornsey.
Plans were discussed at the Congregation Tea and Meeting, and from then
on it was a busy time for all. As the hospitality list showed, most synodals
were accommodated in the homes of members and friends in the district,
and at the local YMCA. Those of us who were able to sit at the back of the
Church and listen to the debates, heard things that at times depressed

given by Br. Birtill, who reminded us of the things accomplished and
produced by the Brethren, none of them in an age of peace and easy travel
- not least our missionary effort, carried on amid persecution, disease
and death. ‘But when men trust God implicitly, there is nothing He cannot
achieve. This heritage of 500 years puts an obligation on us. God has a
purpose for us today, and for the years to come’.

and at others uplifted us. Memories remained long after - of the buzz of

“The Dean of Westminster, the Very Revd. Dr. Don, opened his address

conversation and bursts of hearty laughter at tea-time, of a serious group

with the words: ‘Never have I sung such a feast of hymns at one sitting.’

of synodals listening to news of the Test Match; and, above all, of the

He went on to recall the links between Westminster and the Moravians.

wonderful celebration of the Holy Communion, moving with such orderly

Br. Birtill read a message from Her Majesty the Queen, in reply to our

smoothness and concluding with the Right Hand of Fellowship, when

loyal greetings on the occasion of the Quincentenary. Greetings were

brethren and sisters moved across the aisles to clasp the hands of those in
the side pews. That moving scene was repeated during the singing of the
ﬁnal hymn at the close of Synod, and it brought home to one that being a
member of the Moravian Church meant being part of a big family - all one
in Jesus Christ.

1957

old, burst forth into a paean of praise that has been sung by Moravians for

received from our brethren and sisters in Czechoslovakia, Denmark and
the American Province South, and presented personally by Br. Schutz of
Holland, Br. Eliyah Puntsok of Tibet, and Br. Teoﬁlo Kisanji of Unyamwezi
- a demonstration in word and person of that unity in Christ in which we
rejoice.

At last, Quincentenary year arrived. Friday 1st March was observed as
Quincentenary Day, when Moravians from all parts of the country, and
beyond, converged on the Central Hall, Westminster, for the Service of
Thanksgiving at 7.30 p.m. Some of us ‘converged’ rather late and were
shown to seats from which we could hear all but see nothing! However, an
observant Hornsey member noticed an open door leading to the gallery,
through which he led us in a last minute dash upstairs, to seats from which

“Following a period of silent prayer, Br. Birtill gathered up our thoughts
and hopes in a collect, and we stood to sing the Covenant Hymn: ‘We
who here together are assembled’, and give each other the Right Hand
of Fellowship. Thus ended the Lovefeast, but many lingered in eager
conversation, reluctant to leave, and it was an hour before the Central Hall
returned to emptiness and silence once more.”

we both saw and heard everything. The following description comes from

The following evening there was a Social in our hall, attended by about

the pen of the late Br. Ivor Packer, who occupied the seat next to me:

120, including guests from Fairﬁeld, Westwood, Wheler St., the West Indies,
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1957

S. Africa and Berlin, and some friends from Friern Barnet Methodist
Church who entertained with songs and sketches. Br. Simmons sang
a solo, and there were items from the Choir and Mothers’ Fellowship.
Dominating the whole scene was a banner, with the Lamb and Flag and the
words ‘Quincentenary Moravian Church, 1457-1957’, beautifully worked,
and given by Sr. Pike. Our Quincentenary Service, well attended, was held
on the evening of 10th March, using the special order of service issued to
all congregations.

Relatives and friends of the late Br. Gerald Hassé had subscribed to a
memorial to him, ﬁttingly placed in the church grounds where he had
spent so many hours attending to lawn and ﬂower beds. The large semicircular piece of ground in front of the church was covered with crazy
paving, a teak garden seat, flanked on either side by circular flower
beds, was placed at its centre, and ﬂagstone paths laid from the gates
to the doors of church and hall. It was completed in time for the Jubilee
celebrations.

The various M.W.A. Circles had been raising funds to furnish the Mission
Flat on the top ﬂoor of Church House. By May, the target of £500 had been
exceeded, and at a simple ceremony the ﬂat was declared open and the
Provincial Treasurer, Sr. Coates, handed over a cheque for the balance
after all the furnishings had been bought. Our own visitors book showed
that during this memorable year we had welcomed visitors from Germany,
Switzerland, Holland, Czechoslovakia, the U.S.A., Nicaragua, S. Africa,
Unyamwezi, Nyasaland and the West Indies, as well as members from
other English congregations!

These opened on the evening of Saturday 27th September, with a Church
Service. “It was important,“ said Br. Farrar, “that emphasis be laid in the
right place, by giving praise to Almighty God, for his goodness to us in
the past 50 years.” Afterwards, he and Sr. Farrar received us in the hall
where long tables had been set up for ‘high tea’. Wherever one looked,
faces were lighting up with pleasure as a member not seen for years was
spotted. What a buzz of conversation there was over tea, as old times were
recalled! A display of folk dancing and songs was then given by the British
Czechoslovak Friendship League, followed by games for the young and a
resumption of talk by the not-so-young.

Synod year (1956), Quincentenary Year (1957) and now 1958 - Jubilee
Year!

The following day there was a Parade Service in the morning, and at 4 p.m.
a special celebration of Holy Communion, when Br. Farrar was assisted by
Brn. Mellowes and Wilson. A short programme of Organ and Hymn Music
followed at 6 p.m., as a prelude to the Service of Thanksgiving, at which Br.
Mellowes preached on the theme ‘giving and receiving’.
The following evening we gathered again in the hall - on each table and on
the window-sills, photographs of people and events in the ﬁfty years of our
history - a hall of memories. After opening devotions, speeches of greeting
were made by Br. E. Cockshutt from the Mother Church (Fetter Lane), by
Sr. M. Woodward (Upton Manor) and by past ministers, Brn. Wilson and
Mellowes. Letters of greeting were read from Br. N. Driver (Chairman
of E.D.C.), from Brn. Reichel and Kalfus of Czechoslovakia, from Brn. J.
Smith and R. S. Burd, and from Br. J. K. Spencer, shortly to become our
minister. The ﬁnal speaker was Sr. Shawe, who recalled memories of her
late husband’s ministry (1924-32), followed by years of association whilst a
member of P.E.C. “If he were here,” she said, “he would say - Go on, and do
better, with God’s help.” The Jubilee Cake, beautifully made in the shape of
‘50’ by Sr. E. Simmons, was cut by ﬁve founder members.

Jubilee Gathering
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The following Sunday, Br. Farrar preached his farewell sermons. In the
hall afterwards, Brn. Kinross and Pidgeon voiced our appreciation of all
he had done, and presented him with our parting gift. Five days later we
were together again, to welcome Br. J. K. Spencer, his wife and son. A new
chapter in our history had begun, and we entered it full of hope.

The Fruits of Labour - On Mission Field
and in Sunday School
1960

One Thursday afternoon in the early autumn of 1960, Br. Spencer boarded
a bus for Stoke Newington, armed with a notebook inherited from Br.
Farrar containing addresses of Moravian brethren and sisters from the
West Indies. What had brought them to this part of North London? The
story begins many years before.
On 13th December 1732, the pioneers of Moravian Missions, two brethren
from Herrnhut in East Germany, landed on the Island of St. Thomas.
They were followed by others, from Germany and later from England.
In conditions that were sometimes appalling, and despite great loss of
life, they persevered to bring the Gospel to the slave population of the
West Indian islands. The Church grew, encouraged by a stable British
colonial rule, and successive generations came to look to England as the
‘Mother Country’ - their guardian, protector, and provider of the Christian
Gospel.
But living standards were far from satisfactory, and again hope seemed to
lie with the Mother Country, where they knew they would ﬁnd a welcome
and perhaps the means to provide a better livelihood for themselves and
their families. In 1954 the ﬁrst trickle of Moravians arrived. Some had
informed their minister of their departure and brought with them his
letter of introduction with instructions as to where a Moravian Church
could be located; others just ‘came’. Amongst the former were Br. Clem
Martin, Br. Vivian Miller and Br. and Sr. Rufus Edwards.
Stoke New i ngton was one of the a reas wh ich offered su itable
accommodation, and so a group settled there, and gradually made their
way to Hornsey for Sunday Services. Br. Farrar welcomed them, and in
order that they and the Hornsey congregation might have time to become
better acquainted, he and the Church Committee sometimes arranged tea
for them in the hall. These were happy occasions and did much to make
them feel at home. So, as time went on, there were weddings, followed in
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due course by Infant Baptisms, and later by
the appearance of tiny tots in the Beginners’
Department of the Sunday School.
But the twin problems of distance and
awkward work schedules made it difﬁcult
for Stoke Newington folk to take an active
part in Hornsey life, and so as Br. Spencer
moved amongst them, making friends
and building up his card index system,
he became more and more convinced of
the need for a regular meeting in the area.
Upon hearing of this possibility, Br. Rufus
Edwards kindly offered the use of his large
well-furnished lounge at 167 Evering Road,
N16, for a Cottage Meeting, and the first
gathering was held there on Wednesday, 9th
November 1960 at 7.30 p.m.
The introduction and welcome were given by Br. Spencer, who said that
the object of the meeting was to bring together Moravians in the Area for
Christian fellowship. At his invitation, Br. E. Wilson of the Provincial Board
had come along, and after the singing of hymns and the Alternate Form
of Prayer, he spoke on the story of Paul’s reception at the home of Aquila
and Priscilla and later at the home of Justus. Those received at the ‘home
of Rufus’ that night were, in addition to those already mentioned, Sr. Iris
Morrison, Sr. W. Edwards, Sr. Delores George, Sr. Daisy Maynard, Sr. Helen
Roberts, Sr. Dorothy Anthony, Sr. Helen McCoy, Sr. Rosita Edwards and Sr.
M. Gerald. The ‘Stoke Newington Society’ had been formed!
The group considered certain names and addresses of other known
Moravians who were living, or had lived, in the area and several people
took cards distributed by Br. Spencer, promising to contact these people
in time for the next meeting. This was held two weeks later, and after the
service at which the address was given by Br. W. Smith of the Provincial
Board. Br. Spencer suggested the formation of a small Committee to assist
the minister with visiting, keeping up records and distributing letters,
etc. The idea was agreed and the following were elected to serve for three
months: Br. R. Edwards, Br. A. Benjamin, Sr. I. Morrison, Sr. H. Roberts, Sr.
D. Anthony and Sr. R. Edwards. Br. Spencer was elected President and Br.
Edwards Chairman. It was the ‘Helpers Board’ of the Society which, despite
many changes in personnel, has continued to guide the work ever since.
35

1961

On 14th June 1961 the ﬁrst meeting was held in the hall of the Stoke
Newington Methodist Church, with 22 people present. Later the same
year, Br. and Sr. Edwards moved from the area, and early in 1962, Br. Eric
Archibald became Chairman. In March 1965, after three years of intensive
and rewarding work amongst Moravians all over the country, Br. Spencer
relinquished this work and the Society came under the care of the Hornsey
minister, at this time Br. Mortimore. A year later, Br. R. J. Samuel, formerly
of Leicester, became Chairman in place of Br. Archibald.

Under Br. Spencer’s chairmanship, a committee of the young people was

Further developments came with the commencement of Sunday services
in the Methodist Church itself in June 1969, the formation of a Youth Club
under Br. Cliff Thomas and later Br. Egbert Allaway, and the publication of
the now familiar ‘Stoke Newington Tidings’ with pianist Sr. Ruby Hornsby
as Editor. However, the formation of the Society did not mean the end
of the connection with Hornsey. Quite the reverse. As the years have
proceeded we have witnessed a welcome increase in the number of West
Indians on the list of Hornsey communicants; we have seen their children
growing up through the Sunday School and taking part in youth activities;
we have seen them joining the ranks of the Chapel Servants, the Sunday
School Teachers, and the Church Committee. It is an achievement made
possible by the determination of Stoke Newington people to overcome
practical difﬁculties, and by the readiness of Hornsey people to extend
the hand of fellowship, and identify themselves with the activities and
fellowship of Stoke Newington.

considerable achievement.

Thus the efforts of the early pioneers have borne fruit. The search for
‘corn in Egypt’ has introduced a completely new dimension to the life
and witness of the congregation, which now stands as a living example of
multi-racial co-operation, inspired by the unifying power of Jesus Christ.

formed to plan the programme for their meetings, which took place on
Tuesday evenings. Each meeting ended with an Epilogue conducted by the
youth themselves. They invited their friends along, and the group began
to grow. Their presence soon became obvious in other ways. By 1961,
twenty ﬁve of them were regular worshippers on Sunday evening, and in
October that year they planned and conducted the whole of the evening
service, under the theme ‘Faith, Hope and Love’ - quite an adventure and a

Sunday evening worship was usually followed by informal gatherings in
homes of members, but once a month by a formal meeting. Br. Spencer
had started publication of a monthly Church magazine entitled ‘Hornsey
Moravian News’, and for several years two of the Fellowship, Derrick
Southon and Allan Ball, undertook its printing and distribution.
On 26th October 1962, thirty ﬁve young people from all over the Province
descended on Hornsey. It was a ‘London Youth Week-end’, organised by
the committee of the Youth Fellowship. There was worship, fellowship,
sight-seeing in London and talks on the Moravian Church by Brn. Foy
and Wilson. The records of the week-end show the tremendous amount
of careful preparation which was put into it - arrangements for meeting
trains, overnight hospitality, meals, etc. - by the secretary, Pauline Hersey,
and others on the committee.
In December that year came ‘Christmas Crackers’, the ﬁrst of a series of
annual shows put on by the Fellowship during the winter months. Five
years later, a cast of twenty presented the pantomime ‘Aladdin’, written
by Mary Harris and Peter Smith, and produced by Derrick Southon. It

At the same time, a harvest was being gathered in another direction. At
the autumn Council Meeting in 1959, Br. Spencer reported the formation
of a Youth Fellowship. Mention was made earlier of the ‘bulge’ which had
appeared at the bottom end of the Sunday School in the late 1940s and
early 50s. By 1959 it had worked its way up to the Senior Department,
providing Br. Spencer with a good nucleus around which to build such
a fellowship. It would provide the young people with the opportunity to
meet each other socially and enable the Church to retain their interest,
offer them guidance, and encourage them to take responsibility in its

was the last in the line. The following year came a new departure - a

life.

by this time the founder members were beginning to look around for
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‘Combined Youth Show’, produced by Peter Smith, with a cast drawn from
Campsbourne and Ferme Park Baptist Churches in addition to our own
youth - the ﬁrst of several very successful shows. The proﬁts from all
of them were devoted to outside objects such as Moravian Missions or
‘International Help for Children’.
During 1963 the Fellowship ran a series of monthly ‘Supper Evenings’, to
which they invited a guest speaker from another denomination. However,

37

1962

activities appropriate to their age, and there came into being a group
known as the ‘Moravian over 20s’, which branched out into excursions
and local community service. At the same time, under the leadership of
Sr. Benson, a Junior Fellowship was formed, for the members of her Senior
Dept. class.
The same year saw some of the more handy male members climbing
ladders to install the new ﬂuorescent lights which have made such an
improvement to the illumination of the large and small halls. Three years
later with the aid of mobile scaffolding, they embarked on the much bigger
task of repainting the walls and ceilings, as well as redecorating some of
the smaller rooms. Others were teaching in the Sunday School, working
with the Uniformed Groups, helping with the work at Stoke Newington.

experiment appeared to have been a success, the number of adults and
children at morning services having increased considerably.
At this time some 140 (!) children were on the roll, Sr. Benson was in
charge of the Senior Dept., Br. Ball in charge of the Juniors, and in the
Primary Dept., Sr. Janet Twine had taken over from Sr. M. T. Smith. Some
idea of the strength of the school may be judged from the fact that for
three years in succession - 1961, 1962 and 1963 - the scholars won the
‘Ogden Shield’ for success in the Scripture Examination run by the local
Sunday School Union. In 1961, Joan Ross, who had joined our Guides in
1953, became leader of the Brownies. Known affectionately as ‘Bunty’, she
remained in charge for 14 years, until retiring in the interests of full-time
study. Pleasure at the energy and success of youth was, however, tempered

Time moved on. Gradually, as individual members moved away or got
married, the Fellowship dispersed, never to be replaced. And yet the legacy
remained. In their impressionable years, young people had been given a
vision of the Church as something more than one small congregation,
something into which they could enter fully, and find meaning and
purpose for life. Those who had taught them patiently in Sunday School
could look back and feel that their labours had not been in vain.

by sadness at the loss of our senior members. In July 1961, Sr. Maud Essex
died in her 79th year, A lifelong Moravian, ﬁrst at Fetter Lane and then
Hornsey, she had been Sunday School Superintendent, a member of the
Church Committee, and for many years Secretary of the Single Sisters’
Choir. The Choir have long maintained their tradition of service to the
Church, in particular through the provision of ﬂowers and the preparation
of Holy Communion, and their annual Festival Day in May was her special
concern and delight. The following February, a further loss. Renowned for

Diamond Jubilee Decade

his generosity and humour, Br. J. A. Kinross died in his 75th year, Another
lifelong member, he was loyal and active to the end. The post of Treasurer,

1st January 1961 marked a new departure in the pattern of Sunday

which he had held since 1947, was taken over by Sr. Mollie Gilchrist and

worship. Hitherto, the Sunday School had met at 3 o’clock in the

later, in 1967, by Br. Brian Rastrick.

afternoon, and whilst it had carried out a valuable job of Christian
education, only comparatively few had been brought over into the
fellowship and full membership of the Church. It was to some extent
separate from the Church; indeed, a few of the teachers were members of
other denominations.

Then in March 1962 came the death of Alice, wife of Br. H. M. Pidgeon, who
gave the oak gates at the entrance to the church premises in her memory.
The following July we lost Sr. C. L. Stooke in her 92nd year. Married to a
Moravian minister, she had been widowed at an early age, and in bringing
up her family of eight, had proved herself a wonderful mother.

To bridge the gap and try to bring both scholars and parents into the
worshipping community, the idea of ‘Family Church’ was put to the

On 29th July, Br. Spencer preached his farewell sermons. He had been

Congregation Council and accepted. The children now met at 11 a.m.

called to a full-time ministry among overseas Moravians, and after the

and joined with the adult congregation for the ﬁrst 15 or 20 minutes,

Evening Service there was a large gathering in the hall to wish him well.

before adjourning to the hall for Christian Education in their Graded

On 2nd August we welcomed his successor, Br. W. J. Mortimore, with his

Departments. In his annual report for 1961, Br. Spencer wrote that the

wife and little daughter.
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1962

Du r i ng Br. Spencer’s t i me,

of £718, and the organ was re-dedicated on Sunday 18th December, just

a Chu rch Renovation Fu nd

in time for the Christingle Service, which has always meant a full church,

Committee had been set up,

120 children receiving Christingles. It was at this time, too, that thought

comprising representatives

began to be given to the possibility of a new manse, to replace the existing

from all organisations, with

one, on the church lawn. Plans were drawn up, and approved by the Local

the object of raising funds to

Authority, but shortly after the arrival of Br. Smith and family it was

convert the central heating

decided to shelve the project and put money instead into the existing

system to oil ﬁring and carry
out the interior redecoration
of the church. In the first 12
months, largely by means of
a Spring Fayre, it raised £556,
Service at Hornsey, June 1963
and the following December
the oil burners were installed. Gone at last the smoke and dirt and toil
of coke - we had entered the oil-age! Another result of the Committee’s
work was that regular Coffee Mornings were begun in May 1960. Intended
primarily for fund raising, they have also provided an enjoyable meeting
point for members and friends. By the end of 1975 they had raised £542.

manse, which was ﬁtted with central heating and equipped with a garage

1963

The momentum was maintained during Br. Mortimore’s ministry, and in
1963, at the hands of the Church & Historic Buildings Association, whose
workmen ‘camped out’ in a hut on the lawn, the interior of the church
was transformed. The work cost £875, and the Church, now beautifully
redecorated, was re-opened for worship on 22nd September, Harvest
Festival Sunday. During the morning service that day, the dedication took
place of a new baptismal font - an alabaster cup mounted on an oak plinth
- the gift of a member
of the P.E.C.
Three years later it
was decided that the
t i me had come to
renovate the organ.
A complete overhaul,
together with some
c ha nges i n pipe
arrangements, was
carried out at a cost

where once the front sitting-room had been.
On 16th January 1964, we lost Br. Percy Gilchrist. He had been Church

1964

Steward for some years, and had rendered wonderful service to the Scout
Movement, having held the post of Group Scoutmaster since before the
War. In this capacity he was succeeded by Br. Geoff Heath, whilst the newly
formed Senior Scouts were run by Doug Nunn.
The Scout Troop continued under the leadership of Stan Dickin, assisted
at various times by Ken Townsend, Dave King, Barry Moran and Richard
Hersey. In 1966, however, Stan moved from the area, having been in charge
of the Troop since the early days of the War. He handed over to Richard
Hersey, but two years later, owing to declining numbers, it was reluctantly
decided to amalgamate with the 221st N. London Group at Campsbourne
Church. During the 47 years of its life the troop had seen many changes,
but the one common factor had been the Old Gold Scarf.
The Guides, who had had several leaders since the retirement of Sr. Ethel.

1965

Coote, were taken over in 1965 by Sr. Pam Tasker (née Southon), and
the Company once again expanded, moving into the Scout Hut in 1969.
Meanwhile the Rangers, who had been run by Jeanette Manley since 1959,
were joined by the Sea Ranger Crew ‘S.R.S. Narvik’, from Corbin Hall,
under Beryl Brooks and later Pam Chinnock. The two groups met together
for a few years, before combining in 1968 under the leadership of Sr.
Hilary Todd (née Morten).
In 1966, Mrs. Elizabeth Hirst took charge of the West Drive Playgroup.
Originally known as the West Drive Nursery Group, it was begun in 1959

Hornsey Diamond Jubilee celebration 1968
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by Sr. K. Hamment, and under different leaders has continued its useful
community role ever since.
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1966

On 30th September 1964, Br. Foy was consecrated Bishop of the Unity in our

the Steward from each Church - in our case Br. Ball - signed a Covenant

Church. The congregation, which ﬁlled the building, included 21 Moravian

pledging his Church to work with others towards better understanding

ministers and 3 from other denominations, including an Anglican vicar.

and co-operation in service and witness.

Bishop L. W. Porter preached and performed the Consecration, assisted by
Brn. John Kneale and Elmo Knudsen. Br. Mortimore wrote that this was
the highlight of the year, with magniﬁcent singing, and an impressive
ceremony and liturgy which moved all present. The following month Br.

of Lovefeast and Holy Communion in January 1966, at which Christians of
other denominations were present, but with the formation of the Council
of Churches such events were no longer rare. Our members met with

M. J. Smith, who had come into the Church through the Youth Fellowship,

others at conferences and united services. Some joined the Lenten House

began training at the Northern College, Manchester - the third Hornsey

Groups, which became an annual event, and Sr. Benson worked tirelessly

boy to enter the Ministry.

to initiate the ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’ in the roads around our church.

This might be the moment to refer brieﬂy to the long-standing relationship,

Spi rit ua l life w ith i n the congregation was a lso encouraged by

down the years, between the congregation and successive P.E.C. members

House Groups. In 1959, Br.

and their wives. Hornsey ministers have long since forgotten that

Spencer had commenced

they were preaching to three senior colleagues, and we have beneﬁted

a meeting for prayer and

enormously from their support. Whilst some have performed speciﬁc

B i b le s t u d y, t a k i n g St .

tasks, such as Sunday School teaching, all have brought encouragement

Mark’s Gospel in different

and strength to the fellowship.

modern translations, and
the group continued on and

The period also saw important steps forward in relationships between the

off throughout his ministry

Churches of the area - steps in which our members played an important

a nd Br. Mor t i more’s. I n

part. Hitherto the Churches had co-operated together in Christian Aid

1965, t he Bi l ly Gra h a m

Week and joined in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The Free

Crusade took place at Earls

Churches were linked by the local branch of the Free Church Federal

Court, and a group of our

Council, of which Sr. K. M. Benson was elected President in 1962; but
amongst Christians generally there was still a good deal of suspicion and
ignorance about each others’ beliefs and practices.

1967

The Moravian way of worship had been exempliﬁed by a special celebration

However, in 1967, the ‘People Next Door Campaign’ was launched to
promote understanding and friendship through inter-denominational
house groups. Br. S. W. Twine was the leader for Central Hornsey; with Sr.
Benson and Br. R. S. Rastrick, Treasurer and Secretary. The Campaign was

young people were moved to
deepen their commitment

Clarissa Johnson at Hornsey sale of work 1969

to Christ.
The same year saw moves to strengthen unity between Moravians in the
London area. On Easter Day 1964 an Early Service was held in the Burial
Ground at Chelsea - the ﬁrst since 1775. Hornsey friends were joined by
others from Upton Manor, Chelsea, West London, South London and Stoke
Newington. Bishop Foy read the Liturgy and afterwards 70 sat down to

such a success that at the conclusion those who participated agreed on the

breakfast at Hornsey. The following year saw the commencement of the

creation of a Hornsey Council of Churches, composed of representatives

now familiar newsheet, ‘The London Moravian’, under the editorship of Br.

from each Church. An Executive was formed, of which Sr. Benson was a

S. W. Twine.

member, and in February 1968 a Dedication Service was held, at which
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words of appreciation. On Saturday 7th September we were together
again, to welcome our new minister, Br. John Smith, with his wife and
three children, and Sr. M. T. Smith who had been with them in the
sunshine of Jamaica since April 1966. There were words of welcome and
encouragement from Brn. R. G. Ball and J. B. Foy, whilst the youngest of
the Smiths distinguished himself by ﬂooding the ﬂoor with the contents
of an upturned ﬁre-bucket!
For some months before his departure, Br. Mortimore and the Church
Committee had been preparing for our Diamond Jubilee celebrations to
be held the ﬁrst weekend in October, and had agreed to a request from
the B.B.C. for a Broadcast Service on the morning of 6th October. On the
Diamond Jubilee

evening of Saturday the 5th, almost 160 guests, including many past
members and friends, gathered in the hall, which had been beautifully
decorated with ﬂowers by Sr. Aanonson. Speeches were delivered by Br.
E. Wilson (‘Looking Back’) and by Br. D. H. Southon (‘Looking Forward’)
and by Mr. A. J. White, chairman of the Council of Churches. Br. P. Smith
gave an item of entertainment, and the Jubilee Cake was cut by Founder
Members Srs. M. Gilchrist, C. Kinross, M. T. Smith and. E. Soldan.

I n Ja n u a r y 19 67 w e
lost Br. F. Haga rt y, a
me m be r for ove r 50

Service, conducted by Br. Smith, under the guidance of Rev. H. Hoskins

years and more recently

of the B.B.C.’s Religious Broadcasting Dept. An augmented choir seated in

our faithful caretaker,

the body of the church, with Sr. Cushion at the organ, led the singing. It

and towards the end of the same year, Br. H. M. Pidgeon, in his 97th year.

was a thrill to know that our worship was being shared by so many, and

Br. Pidgeon became a member in 1913 and most of the time from then

in the days that followed, 30 appreciative letters were received. In the

till 1963 he was on the Church Committee. In Br. Mortimore’s words, “he

evening we gathered for the Jubilee Lovefeast. Greetings were brought

was one of the best loved men this congregation has known. “ Together,
these two men had put in countless hours maintaining the fabric of the
buildings.

1968

The following day at 10.30 a.m., Hornsey experienced its ﬁrst Broadcast

by Brn. Mellowes and Bishop Foy gave the homily on the Text for the Day,
part of Solomon’s prayer at the rededication of the temple: “Lord God of
Israel, there is no God like thee who keepest covenant and mercy with

On 4th August 1968, Br. Mortimore preached his farewell sermons.

thy servants who walk before thee with all their heart.” We then united

At the Evening Service there were 280 present and afterwards in the

around the Lord’s Table. Sixty years, made glorious by the prayers and

hall we gathered to say goodbye to him and his family, with gifts and

loving service of so many, had drawn to their close.
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Postscript
Most of the research for the historical sketch you have just read, and a

We are sending copies of this booklet to as many members and former

great deal of the actual writing, have been done by Br C. W. Schooling, at

members as we can trace - in the hope that out of gratitude for past or

a time when his efforts have been frustrated by indifferent health. This

present blessings of Church life, they will wish to support our efforts by

most loyal of Hornsey members, who in his time has been Sunday School

means of a donation.

teacher, choir member, deputy organist, Missions secretary and Book
Room steward, now leaves the congregation a further gift of his labours.

In this way we shall all have done something to provide future generations

We record our sincere thanks to him, and our regret that increas-ing

of Hornsey Moravians with a home where fellowship can thrive, a base

inﬁrmity now makes it impossible for him to occupy his accustomed pew

from which God’s Kingdom may be extended into the community

on Sundays.

around.

My own part has been that of Editor, and I wish to thank all who have

John Smith

so readily supplied me with addition-al information. Clearly it has not
been possible for every individual to be mentioned; a great many whose
names are not recorded have rendered faithful service and witness since
the congregation began; but for any glaring omissions we crave your
indulgence.
This booklet is being published at a time when the congregation is nearing
completion of an important pro-gramme of fund-raising. In 1973, at a time
when some of the other Hornsey Churches were replacing their build-ings
by new plant, we decided to preserve ours, and at the same time make
changes designed to make it more use-ful in the future. Since then we have
raised and spent about £4000 on making the fabric secure, and £1320
on the creation of a lounge 20ft by 17ft at the rear of the church - the old
‘tower room’ being transformed into the entrance, a plate glass window
replacing the original front doors.
However, to complete the lounge we need to carpet it at a cost of over £400,
to provide curtains, chairs, occasional tables and other ﬁttings. At the
same time it is our plan to convert the original ‘book-room’ into a simple
kitchen from which coffee or tea may be served as occasion demands.
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Changing times
We take up the story at the end of 1968 - a time of considerable change.
Over the next few years personal circumstances - particularly retirement
and marriage - caused several members to leave the area, including
long-serving members of the church committee. For others, increased
inﬁrmity meant they were no longer able to participate in the work of the
congregation.

1968

But new members were being drawn into the fellowship. Much time was
spent by the minister and the helpers, notably Br Reg Samuel, in visiting
homes of contacts largely in Stoke Newington and Leytonstone.

In June 1969 the ﬁrst afternoon service was held in the Methodist Church
at Stoke Newington, and it met with an excellent response.

1969

The renovation of the manse took place in the early
part of the year. Central heating was installed by a
voluntary team - Brn Derek Southon, Dave Smith,
John Smith and Messrs David Toll and Ted Smith.
The work was overshadowed by the sudden
death of Ted Smith who, although not a member,
had given cheerful and unstinting service in
the church, school and manse for several years.
His son, Br Michael (Mike) Smith, assisted at the
funeral service.
Br Mike Smith was the third son of Hornsey
to offer for the ministry and a party from the
congregation went to his ordination by Br J. H. Foy
at Gomersal on August 24th. This was followed
on September 7th at 6.30p.m. by a Valedictory
service for Br Mike and Sr Hilary at Hornsey, prior

Methodist Church
Stoke Newington

to their leaving for service in Jamaica. The service was conducted by Br
Wilson of the Provincial Board, and followed by a fellowship meeting at
which they received gifts from the congregation.
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Other activities continued to contribute to the life of the congregation
- the regular Bible study, the Women’s Fellowship, the MWA, meetings of
uniformed groups and other varied youth meetings, the latter including
preparations for youth services, held on a monthly basis, and youth
shows, many of these at this time directed by Sr Mary Harris.
As well as raising money for congregation needs - the yearly bazaar being
an important event, along with coffee mornings, jumble sales, etc. - other
appeals and the Young People’s Missionary Association (YPMA) collections
were supported.
Concern for the community showed itself in various ways. Services were
held during the year at the local hospital - a group of members supporting
the minister in the singing. Members of the Youth Fellowship paid weekly
visits to Friern Hospital to provide some companionship to the younger
patients, and members of the Devotional group visited lonely patients in
Whittington Hospital.

1970

A good number gathered in February 1970 to witness the ofﬁcial opening
of the Guide and Rangers hut - formerly
the air raid shelter, which had been
transformed by the hard work of the
girls and their leaders.

40th Birthday part y of 8th Crouch
End Brownie p ack –Brownies with
past and present leaders

After the Unity Prayer Day services on
March 1st, a table was presented to Br C.
W. Schooling (who researched and wrote
some of the ﬁrst part of this history) in
recognition of more than 40 years as
correspondent for the Messenger and the
Hornsey Journal.

June 14th was a notable day as friends
from Birmingham (inaugurated as a
congregation in 1968), Luton (where four Moravian families had been
contacted), Leicester, Leeds and London gathered for a West Indian
Moravian Rally. This was followed by a tea where the visitors were
welcomed by Br Reg Samuel. In the evening the church was packed for a
service conducted by Br Rex Williamson and preacher Br J. Smith.
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We were pleased to welcome Br Bob and Sr Eva Burd, Bob himself a son
of Hornsey, along with their children Peter and Susan, into membership
in October following Br Burd’s appointment to the Provincial Elders
Conference (PEC).
November saw the ﬁrst meeting for youth at Stoke Newington, led by Br
Cliff Thomas and a ‘Young Wives’ group started by Sr C. Johnson.

Early in 1971, work had to be carried out by Rentokil on the Tower and
Book Room (now the church kitchen) of the Church. Over the years much
work has been done by voluntary labour to improve and enhance the
premises, involving too many people to mention individually, but it is
noticeable how often the name of Br Ken Davis appears. We should place
on record our thanks to Keith Morten who has given freely of his electrical
skills on many occasions.

1971

Help continued to be given to others in the form of Christian Aid
collections and in response to various appeals, and in April the Youth
Fellowship took part in a 10-mile sponsored walk and raised £60 for
Rajpur, North India.
The Family Church Anniversary was marked
by a return visit of Br Kirby Spencer. The
young children sang in the morning and the
young people presented a demonstration in
the evening. Another successful West Indian
Rally was held in June at which Br Haydn
Todd was the preacher.
In July, members were invited to an ‘Open
House’ at the manse to see the alterations
- the sitting room now transformed into a
garage - and other improvements. Later the
minister, John Smith, moved his ofﬁce to the
small vestry, which meant that when he was
working there - most mornings - the Church
could be open for anyone who wanted time
for prayer or quiet reﬂection.
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Manse

It was in the vestry, with a duplicator purchased some time before, that

A highlight of the year was the MWA rally held at Hornsey in April. The

the Moravian Monitor, the weekly newsletter, was born. Although not the

Moravian Women’s Association (formerly Auxiliary) is the provincial

sophisticated publication which Sr Jackie Morten is now able to produce on

women’s organisation. Some 320 sisters (and a few brethren) gathered

her computer, it was appreciated nonetheless.

from all parts of the province for a service at 3 p.m., at which Miss Ruth
Austey was the preacher. This was an inspiring occasion, followed by tea

Two other areas of youth work commenced in the autumn - a boys’ football
club under the direction of Mr A. Jones, and a junior choir directed by Sr
Nora Smith, making its debut on Advent Sunday. Mr Graham Fitchett was
the organist at this time.

and a time of fellowship in the hall.
In September a group of young people joined the Chelsea ‘dig’. Some 320
gravestones were brought to light in our Moravian burial ground - God’s
Acre - by clearing the moss and scrubbing them.

When Mrs Elizabeth Hirst gave up running the playgroup, it then came
under the supervision of a congregation management committee.

We were sorry at the end of the year to say goodbye to Br and Sr Sydney
Twine on their retirement to the West Country. They had played a
valuable part in congregation life at Hornsey and Stoke Newington and a
presentation was made to them in recognition of Br Twine’s service as a

1972

This year began on a sad note with the death of Br Schooling and also,

Helper.

at a young age, Sr Margaret Mellowes, wife of a previous minister, Br
Hugh Mellowes. Later in the year Br L. J. Britten died - he had served the
congregation from 1937 to 1944. He saw the plans for the new hall come

Renewal

to fruition before the war and guided the life of the Church in the difﬁcult
days up to 1944.

The emphasis in 1974 was on renewal. Bible study groups were set up and

When dry rot was discovered in the vestry, more money-raising needed
to be done. At this time the coffee mornings had raised £400 for Church
renovation since their inception in 1960, and Gift Days had been

the notes distributed to non-resident and shut-in members to enable them

1974

to take part. On March 3rd, Unity Prayer Day, the evening service included
a special Act of Dedication, a good number of members being present.
In May the young people were busy again and took part in the London

generously supported.

Moravian sponsored walk - 10 of them walked to Harlesden and back,
Change in personnel of the PEC meant saying goodbye to Br and Sr E.

raising £90. Geraldine Skepple was presented with an award, having

Wilson and welcoming Br Geoffrey Birtill.

raised £21.35.

Other changes, too, as circumstances caused Br and Sr Brian Rastrick to

The YPMA raised more than £100 in the year, a great achievement and a

resign from the Sunday School staff after a period of valuable service - Sr

ﬁrst for them. More work, too, was done by the Mustard Seed - a provincial

Pat had been on the staff for 13 years. Br Brian, as Church Treasurer, left

organisation that helped us with renovation projects from time to time - in

an important post, ﬁlled by Br Derek Southon.

return for food and ﬂoor space to sleep!
Later in the year a successful concert was given by the London Youth,
raising £62 for the Antigua earthquake appeal. The Hornsey/Stoke

1973

At the beginning of 1973, Mrs Jean Anderson took charge of the Guides,

Newington group was directed by Srs Johnson and Harris, and Br and Sr

who later in the year won the ﬁrst prize in Hornsey Carnival!

Barker.
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YPMA
medal

In July the first of the monthly meetings at Leyton was held in the

A new sphere of work opened up as a request came from two men with

Congregational Church, Grange Park Road. This was particularly

connections to the Boys’ Brigade at Muswell Hill Methodist Church who

signiﬁcant in view of the closure of Harold Road Church.

wanted to start a company at Hornsey. The ﬁrst meeting took place in

At the end of October, Hornsey was represented at the inauguration of

November and was attended by 20 boys and two ofﬁcers. They attended

the joint Moravian and United Reformed Church (URC) congregation at St.

the Church parade in the New Year - not yet in uniform - and were enrolled

Margaret’s, Harlesden.

in February. They were well occupied - parade and Bible class on Tuesdays,

1976

club night on Fridays, and a disco twice a month on Saturdays.

1975

February 1st was an important day for the sisters at Stoke Newington, as a

A talent scheme was launched as part of the Year for Hornsey. A highlight

new circle of the MWA was inaugurated there by Sr Eva Burd.

was a Festival of Music and Flowers held in March. In a beautifully

And in April, Br Reg Samuel again represented the congregation at the

decorated Church alive with spring ﬂowers, 130 people gathered to hear

Foundation Service of the Moravian/URC congregation in Birmingham.

items by soloists, children and choir.

Later in the year a social evening at Brixton marked the re-commencement
of meetings there.

Regrettably, the small but loyal hard-working band of Single Sisters

The early Easter morning was held at Chelsea as usual, but this year

decided the traditional May breakfast was no longer viable and their day

breakfast was taken in the community centre rather than people travelling

began instead with the Cup of Covenant.

to Hornsey, thus creating a new custom. Eventually, after alterations to
the premises at Chelsea, it was possible for breakfast to be served there,

Sadly, too, Susan Avery had to relinquish leadership of the Guides and

thanks to the hard work and ingenuity of the members and the nearby

they became a patrol of St George’s Company.

manse kitchen.
In Hornsey Church a minor improvement was made by altering the angle

Change on the PEC meant we said goodbye to Br and Sr Barker and their

of the choir pews, giving a better acoustic effect and making the choir

daughters, but welcomed Br and Sr Fred Linyard and their family.

seem more a part of the congregation. Choir practices had been restarted
and on Palm Sunday they sang along with the singing group. The singing
group also performed on ‘Children’s Day’ - giving a performance of ‘Jonah
Man Jazz’.

Amusement was caused in November when the Women’s Fellowship had a
sponsored silence! The event raised £35 of the £827 of the special efforts
for Hornsey.

A great loss ahead as Br and Sr Ron Ball announced their retirement
to Minehead. Br Ball had served in the Sunday School, on the Church
committee and as chapel servant. Above all, his warm personality and

More changes

deep evangelical convictions made him a tremendous personal inﬂuence,
especially among the young folk and all visitors and newcomers.
Sr Joan Ross also gave up leadership of the Brownie pack after years of

In January the builders moved in and work on the lounge area began at
last - a red letter time and long awaited. Carpet tiles were sold for £1 to

sterling service. There was change, too, in the Guides as Jean Anderson

cover the cost of ﬂoor covering. Thus, after a period of upheaval, we had

was forced to relinquish the leadership due to serious illness. Susan Avery

an attractive, welcoming area for fellowship, refreshment and small group

then took over. We also welcomed a new organist - Olesegun Omideyi.

meetings.
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1977

One hundred years of the
Hornsey Church buildings
The original Hornsey Moravian Church was built in under one year in
1907, for a construction cost of £5,000 (equivalent these days to almost
£400,000 in terms of relative retail prices, and over £3 million in terms of
the average wage).
The building has stood the test of time but any building of that age
requires conscientious repairs and renovation, as well as the building
work and improvements that have taken place constantly over the years.
The old ‘iron hall’ which stood behind the church was completed in 1909.
It was replaced with the new Sunday School building in 1939. During World
War II it served as a Rest Centre for bombed out families. At this time the
local authorities erected an air raid shelter on the lawn of the Church - this
hut, latterly known as Boys’ Brigade Hut, was ofﬁcially opened in 1970. In
2003, it became a daycare nursery.
Central heating was installed in 1969 by a voluntary team.
A further change from oil to gas had not been completed
before the cruse of oil ran out at the beginning of 1975.
Fortunately, January was mild, as gas, oil and electric ﬁres
were brought in to warm the church. The central heating
system was overhauled in 2003.
Dry rot is a recurring problem - it was
discovered in the vestry in 1972, but at
least not in the pulpit. And in 1995, the
Minister’s office, the hall and wooden
panelling at the back of Church had to be
treated.
For members with special needs, a hearing
aid system was installed in Church by Ian
Smith in 1973. Microphones on the Communion Table and in the pulpit
were linked to sockets in Church where anyone with a hearing problem
could plug in their own special earpiece - a great beneﬁt to some of our
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older members particularly. In 2008 a multimedia system was installed. In addition, a
ramp provided easier access for disabled and
wheelchair users to the Church. A toilet for the
disabled was also installed The kitchen in the
hall, too, had to be refurbished to comply with
the New Food act.
1995 found the congregation with more money
to raise - in excess of £10,000 - to meet the cost
of dry rot treatment in the minister’s ofﬁce,
the hall and wooden panelling at the back of
Church. Thankfully the money needed for the
repair of the organ was almost in hand.
In 2007, the Centenary Appeal was launched
to make essential repairs. Three phases of the
building work were developed:
• Phase 1: Repair of the steeple and the south elevation.
• Phase 2: Repair of the remainder of the church
• Phase 3: Repair of the church hall
Phase 1 has a l ready been completed i n
February 2008 thanks to fund-raising.
Having secured grants from the Low Carbon
Building Programme (phase 2) and EDF Energy
we also installed a Photovoltaic system on
the roof of the
church hall.
This system
will use solar cells to convert sunlight
directly into electricity.
Last but not least, in 2008 a new sign
was erected which hopefully will help to
draw people’s attention to our church.
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1978
continued

Work amongst the boys continued to develop as Sr Olive Linyard formed a
Junior section of the Boys’ Brigade. The BB company gained third place in
the battalion Bible competition and in May proudly paraded to St George’s
Church with their newly formed drum and ﬁfe band.
Work in Leyton continued to develop. A service was held in Trinity
Methodist schoolroom with 43 people present.
Nationally, the Queen’s Silver Jubilee was celebrated on June 5th. A special
printed order was used and each child received a copy of St Mark’s Gospel
with a royal coat of arms.
In Moravian circles, August 13th marked the
250th anniversary of the renewal of our Church
in the experience of the Holy Spirit at Berthelsdorf
in 1727. For this occasion a special order of
service was prepared by the provincial Renewal
Committee.
September introduced a new chapter in the life of
the congregation. Br Smith took his last services
as minister of Hornsey and Stoke Newington,
having been called to the Fairﬁeld congregation.

Berthelsdorf Church

A large gathering came together for worship
and a farewell meeting on September 11th. The
committee had worked hard to provide a heartwarming occasion.

The years 1968-77 had brought many changes. None of the original Church
committee remained and 46 members had been lost, but 68 were gained.
This was a cause for gratitude and prayer that the warm fellowship of the
congregation would continue to grow.

Much time was spent getting to know the scattered membership of the
various groups.
Sadly, in October it was decided to close the Leyton meeting and a ﬁnal
party was held in December. The last service was the Christingle.
Christian commitment was the theme of four services in July and one
feature of the year was the large number of candidates for conﬁrmation.
Made up of three classes, there were 23 altogether - some of whom did not
miss a single session. Twelve of them were conﬁrmed in December and
11 plus one other in April of the following year. Also 15 members were
received by the right hand of fellowship. Several members were lost by
death.
The Sunday School continued to hold the young people, but failed in
its attempts to attract new children from the surrounding area. The BB
company continued to have success with the band and Br Ron and Sr Jean
Lowe joined the staff.
An impressive service was held in November when three brethren were
presented with certiﬁcates at a Lay Commissioning Service: Br Rufus
Edwards (Hornsey and Harold Road), Robelto Bruce (Harlesden) and Br
Austin Daniel (Fetter Lane).
At the close of the year Br Connor issued two challenges: for each member
to be a fellow worker with God and to each win one person to Christ in
1979.

A great occasion in this year was the ordination of Br Obed Kundan at
Hornsey in October, by Bishop Joe Cooper. Br Obed was the son-in-law
of Br Eliyah Phuntsog, founder of the Moravian Institute and school for
refugees at Rajpur in North India. His wife and mother-in-law were able
to be present.

1978

After a period in the care of the PEC, in January 1978 the congregation
welcomed Br Dick and Sr Shelagh Connor at an enjoyable social gathering.
Br G. Birtill presided: Brn Derek Southon and Reg Samuel spoke on behalf
of Hornsey and Stoke Newington and Sr Jackie Morten presented a bouquet
to Sr Connor.
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Another successful West Indian Rally was held in June at which Br Haydn
Todd was the preacher.
A highlight of the year was the visit in November of a party of Moravians
from Rotterdam. Their minister and his wife, Br Hans Beat and Sr Margrit
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1979

Motel, were accompanied by 10 elders who were given hospitality in the
homes of Hornsey members. Saturday evening the visitors showed slides

Across the world

of Suriname and Rotterdam and at the Sunday service Br Telgr and Br
Motel spoke. After lunch in the hall, a sightseeing trip in London was
arranged before the guests had to leave, everyone having greatly enjoyed

PROVINCES

the fellowship.
Other changes took place in the BB. Br Edwin Quildan became a warrant
officer, Br Fred Linyard a lieutenant and, on the resignation of Mr
Buddington, George Campbell became captain.
Change, too, on the organ bench. In December Chris Foreman took the
place he was to occupy for almost 20 years. He also trained the choir, who
regularly sang anthems for special occasions, and found a wife - Sr Sue
Quildan!
The Prayer Watch meetings were found to be so meaningful that
members asked that a regular monthly prayer meeting be established.
And following a growth seminar by Hornsey Council of Churches it was
decided to suggest to the congregation council that a series of Church
growth seminars be held to pass on what had been learnt.

1980

Visitors from other countries have always been a feature of the Hornsey
congregation and in May 1980 meetings of the Tanzania Consultative
committee were held and hospitality provided. A ﬁlm show gave another
opportunity to see scenes from another province of our Church.

The great emphasis in 1982 was the 250th Anniversary of Moravian
Missions. On March 1st there was a special missions service; and on

1981

In 1981 we were privileged to welcome the Winston Salem Choir from
America. They gave a concert at Harlesden on the Saturday and took the
morning service at Hornsey on Sunday - led by Br Wayne Burkette, pastor
of Home Moravian Church. We welcomed more visitors from America later
in the year - this time a party of 11 from Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
The year ended with a wonderful gathering of over 100 young people from

March 28th the young people presented the play ‘The Coming of the Light’
on the theme of how Moravian work started in Tanzania. On May 15th,
three coach loads went to the inspiring service in Coventry Cathedral; an
exhibition of pictures of Moravian work all over the world was held in our
Church; a group of members was able to visit Fulneck and see the pageant
presented at Synod and ﬁnally a small group went to a wonderful District
Lovefeast in Bedford in December.

the Taizé pilgrims joining with our own people at the Watchnight Service,
enthusiastically afﬁrming their faith in Jesus Christ in the languages of

This was the year that the Pope visited England and a great Catholic Rally

Spain, the Austrian Tyrol, Germany and England

was held in Wembley Stadium which some members were able to attend.
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1982

Sadly, the Churches’ Covenant for Unity between Moravians, Methodists,
United Reformed and Anglicans was not ratiﬁed by the Anglican House
of Clergy. However, the experience did enable the local churches in the
Hornsey Council of Churches to draw together.
In October, Br Geoffrey Birtill was consecrated a Bishop of the Unitas
Fratrum, and although only a few members were able to travel to Fulneck,
a presentation was made to him by the congregation.
Later in the month the BB Battalion Founders’ Day Service was held in
Hornsey Church. Hornsey company gave the main message - in the form
of the play ‘Zeb Smith, why are you alive?’ produced by Capt. Ron Lowe, in

Another popular Christmas event was the annual Christmas social and
MWA party at Stoke Newington.

front of 330 people.
In the afternoon of the same day, the first Antigua Independence

Outreach

Thanksgiving service was held at St Matthias Church.
The ﬁnal anniversary of the year was on December 13th - the arrival of

In the New Year thought was given to the increase of lay participation and

Brn Dober and Nitschmann in St Thomas 250 years before.

leadership in the church. New Chapel servants were appointed under the
leadership of Br Ken Davis and an impressive commissioning service was

1983

A great shock - and a great loss - for the congregation occurred in March
1983, when Br Reg Samuel collapsed whilst out visiting and died in

held in January. Also several members were attending the Lay Preachers’
Class.

hospital. He had worked tirelessly for the building of the fellowship and

Services at Stoke Newington were now being held in the Abney URC

the esteem in which he was held was reﬂected in the very large number of

Church. The house meetings were also an increasingly valuable part of the

people who came to pay their respects at his funeral. His body was taken

work. Held twice monthly on Sunday evening in people’s homes, they were

to Heathrow for the journey back to Antigua.

an opportunity to invite friends and neighbours, and so were a vehicle for

Later in the year, 13 members enjoyed a wonderful weekend visit to

outreach. This was in addition to the monthly prayer meeting.

Rotterdam Moravian Church.
The end of the year also saw the last Communion service at Stoke
Newington. It had been decided at the Council meeting that all such
services should be held in the morning at Hornsey, except for the half-

Once again the MWA entertained the Provincial Rally. Because of the
numbers involved - 360 - the service was held in the Parish Church, but the
sisters did a great job providing tea for everyone in our hall.

yearly Lovefeasts.

This was the year of the Mission to London led by Luis Palau at Queen’s

Carol singing had been a feature of Christmas activities for many years

Park Rangers Football Stadium. The inspiration of this Mission, attended

and the support and ﬁnancial contribution made by Sheila Smith and

by some of our members, was threefold; a greater realisation of the need

members of her dance school was appreciated. An attractive addition in

to reach out to neighbours; the establishment of a Young Christian Class

the Church was an Advent crib made by Br J. Allen, with ﬁgures given by

for people who made a commitment to Christ and, thirdly, stimulating the

Sr Connor.

use of ‘London Praise’, a Church song-book.
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1984

This was also the year of the ﬁrst ofﬁcial visitation of the congregation

March was the occasion of a New Life Weekend, for which preparations had

in living memory by a member of the PEC - Bishop Geoffrey Birtill. In his

been in hand for some time. A team of 11 from St Aldate’s, Oxford came to

report Br Birtill commented favourably on the warmth of welcome which

lead this and were given hospitality in members’ homes. Some 40 members

he and other visitors receive and the general friendliness of the members.

took part in the Saturday workshop. The team also led the Mothering

He did note that the brethren were well outnumbered by the sisters! He

Sunday Cradle Service on Sunday to which invitations had been sent to

recommended that a Stewardship campaign might be of great beneﬁt

parents of all under 5’s who had been baptised in the Church. This was

ﬁnancially, organisationally and spiritually.

followed by a lunch in the hall for the team and young people over 14.
Similar weekends were being held in two other Churches in the area and
the climax was an evening concert in Christ Church, attended by the three

1985

Members were delighted to hear at the beginning of 1985 that Sr Connor

teams and members of the three Churches, at which the St Aldgate’s choir

had been accepted for training for the Moravian ministry.

sang part of Handel’s Messiah. A ﬁtting ﬁnish to a helpful and uplifting

In the wider community, however, we were appalled by the riots in Brixton,
Handsworth and Broadwater Farm, and the violence and even death at

weekend.
As a result of these meetings House Fellowship groups were set up in

football matches. But this brought a keenness for members to strengthen

several areas in the hopes of involving all the members.

their own faith and the house meetings went from strength to strength.

Later in the year members visited Fulneck, Bedford, Rotterdam and St

On a lighter note, in April a party visited Fairﬁeld to enjoy a Flower Festival
in that historic settlement. Beautiful ﬂoral arrangements have for many
years been a feature of Hornsey Church and the picture window, thanks
to Srs Helen Roberts, Christina Pelle, Laura Henry, Ersley Brown and Rose

Aldate’s where, after a tour of the Oxford colleges and tea, they attended
the evening service - in a congregation of approximately 800 - where the
preacher was Canon Michael Green.
Another much looked forward to event was the visit of 25 Moravians from

Grifﬁth, among others.

Rotterdam. Saturday evening took the form of a social evening and at the

In May the Unity Board of the Moravian Church met in London and the

some songs in Surinamese. Br Rapparlié gave a greeting.

morning service on Sunday the visitors came forward as a choir and sang

congregation was privileged to meet some of the members. Brother Fred
Linyard presided at the District Lovefeast and Br Maynard of Jamaica gave
the address. At the coffee morning it was possible to meet other members
informally, including Brn Msinjili and Mwakasyuka from Tanzania.

September was also very special as Sr Shelagh Connor was ordained as a
deacon. Brn Geoffrey Birtill and Joe Cooper were preacher and ofﬁciant
and Sr Connor was presented by Br Fred Linyard. A Bible was presented to
the new minister by Sr Jackie Morten. After the service everyone gathered

Four members were lost during the year including Sr M. T. Smith, mother

in the hall for supper and presentations. Hornsey congregation gave Sr

of Br John Smith. She was one of the founder members of the congregation

Connor a surplice, and Stoke Newington MWA gave her a bouquet and

and had served in many ways - including as organist and choir mistress,

cheque. In October Sr Connor moved to Bedford in answer to a call to serve

Sunday School teacher and Church committee member. But 11 new

the congregation at Queen’s Park.

members were received - seven by conﬁrmation - and the picture was of

An inspiring evening was the occasion of ‘Wind of Change’ - a musical in

growth and life. Especially pleasing was the number of members of the

18th century costumes of the Renewal of the Moravian Church at Herrnhut

Boys’ Brigade attending Sunday School. Along with the Sunday School

in 1727. It was written by Andrew Fuller, a candidate for the Methodist

they gave a performance of a Nativity Play in the local hospital, which was

ministry, and performed by a choir from St Margaret’s Methodist Church,

much appreciated.

Luton.
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1986

Evangelism

The year ended joyfully for the members of Harold Road as they were
recognised as a congregation, and the Hornsey congregation marked this
by presenting them with a ‘Yamaha’ keyboard.
Back in Hornsey the Taizé pilgrims made another visit. The Church was so
full that many were sitting on the steps of the dais. The glorious service of
worship, praise and dedication was a wonderful way to end the year.

Early in the New Year, the congregation heard an impassioned appeal by
Julie Thomas for pencils and exercise books for Burkino Faso (formerly
the Upper Volta) which caught the imagination of the congregation. She
was delighted with the response - a large number of books; 853 pencils as
well as money!

The Moravian Christingle Service
The custom of Christingles began in the Moravian Congregation of
Marienborn (in Germany) in 1747, at a children’s service conducted by
John de Watteville. The Minister read some verses which the children
themselves had written “in honour of the Saviour’s birth”, and he then
went on to explain, in a way which made the story fresh
and lively, what happiness had come to mankind from
the birth of Jesus, “who has kindled in each little heart
a ﬂame which keeps ever burning to their joy and our
happiness”. To make the point even clearer, each child
then received a little wax candle with a red ribbon.
Today in the British Province of the Moravian Church
the Christingle consists of an orange representing the
world, with a candle lit to represent Christ, the Light of
the World. The candle used to be held in a goose quill,
the upper part of which was split into branches on which
are impaled nuts, raisins and sweets. These stand for
the created order over the fruits of the earth. Today, the
candle is surrounded by a red frill representing Christ’s
blood shed for us, and the nuts, fruits and sweets are
impaled on cocktail sticks.
The Christingle service is essentially a children’s
celebration held on Christmas Eve or the Sunday before Christmas. At the
end of the service, each child receives a lighted candle in the darkened
church which they carry around the church, visualising the truth of the
Christmas story - that in
the darkness of the world
Morning Star, O cheering sight,
there a great light has been
Ere thou cam’st how dark earth’s night
shone. The Moravian carol
Jesus mine,
‘Morning Star’ is often sung
In me shine,
once the Christingles have
Fill my heart with light divine.
been distributed:

There was great pleasure, too, in the news that Sr Clarissa Johnson had
been accepted as a student for training in the ministry.
The areas around the Church were leaﬂeted in May by a team of volunteers
following a commissioning service. These were to invite people to
the Evangelistic services to be held in May and June. Also the House
Fellowship Groups were using the ‘Person to Person’ video - a training
course in evangelism for Christians.
One of the great evangelists was remembered on May 24th - the Aldersgate
day celebration commemorating the conversion of John Wesley. Br
Connor represented the Moravian Church at a service in Wesley’s Chapel
in City Road and afterwards in the procession to Nettleton Court for a
commemorative service.
An exciting time for three sisters of the MWA - Srs Muriel Jeffrey, Audrey
Joseph and Clarissa Johnson who, with Sr Olive Linyard (President of the
British MWA) were among 18 sisters from the British province to attend
the American Women’s Conference in Canada.
There was excitement, too, for seven BB boys, who were taken to Holland
for a week by Br Edwin Quildan to share in a Moravian young people’s
camp.
Changes were to come, however. At the council meeting in October it was
announced that Br Robelto Bruce had accepted a call to be minister in
charge at Hornsey and Stoke Newington on the retirement of Br Connor.
This latter occasion was marked at a party of farewell in a packed hall on
January 2nd. Br and Sr Connor were overwhelmed by the love shown and
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1987

the generous gifts presented to them. The next day’s Sunday service when

Two of the original three house groups continued to meet regularly: as did

Sr Connor assisted with the Communion was a ﬁtting end to Br Connor’s

the monthly Bible study and prayer meeting on the third Sunday evening.

active ministry and the start of his retirement.

Br Ron Lowe became Sunday School superintendent and with advice from
Sr Sue Hamment, plans were made to align the Sunday School lessons with
sermon topics.

1988

From January, when Br Connor left, the congregation was cared for by Br

The Boys’ Brigade continued to meet despite a reduction in numbers - in

Robelto Bruce and Sr Kathleen Bruce, until September when they were

common with other companies in the area.

assisted by Sr Clarissa Johnson as student pastor.

The MWA circles remained active and on two occasions the young people

At this time the Church management committee was formed, under

led the Sunday services. On a number of occasions special services were

the chairmanship of Br Ken Davis, to involve more people in the care of

held with other London congregations and with local Council of Churches

the premises and to allow more time at Church committee meetings to

congregations.

discuss the spiritual life and work of the Church.
The MWA Day this year was at Ockbrook, where an appeal was made

The Stoke Newington Society continued its meetings and the Helper Board
offered invaluable service, especially by visiting members living locally.

for aid to Jamaica following the disastrous effect of hurricane Cuthbert.
Hundreds of black bags containing food and clothing had to be
transported to London and sorted ready for transportation.

Particularly notable visitors in 1990 were the Br (Revd) and Sr Collins

During the year 16 members were lost, but 18 gained. Average attendance

from South Africa and Br and Sr Tharkin from North India. Both gave

rose, thus reﬂecting a deeper sense of commitment and spirituality of the

inspiring talks about the situation in their parts of the world. Hornsey was

members.

represented at Chelsea at the end of June, when the Exhibition Centre was
opened by Br Martin Wessells, Chairman of the Unity Board and member
of the South Africa West Province.

1989

The beginning of the New Year saw the redecoration of the Church and a
service of re-dedication was held on February 26th. Much other work was
done during the year - old fencing at the front of Church was replaced by
a brick wall: the area in front of the building was paved: rooms in the hall
were decorated and work done to improve the garden and grounds - time
and talent given by many people.
On the last Sunday in June the congregation said ‘goodbye and thank-you’
to Br and Sr Bruce. Br Bruce was presented with a cheque and Sr Bruce with
a bouquet of ﬂowers.
The following Thursday a packed Church witnessed the ordination as
deacon of Sr Clarissa Johnson by Bishop J. H. Cooper - a moving and

More than £25,000 was needed for repairs to the organ, and a fund-raising
committee led by Sr Jasmine Pottinger raised nearly £6,000 in six months.
Another £1500 was raised by a family lunch held on Sunday, December
10th following the morning service. Hornsey is fortunate to have Sr
Aurora Skepple’s expertise and her willing helpers on such occasions.
The Men’s Fellowship organised a garden party in July and raised over
£500. They also sold several pounds of fruit and vegetables from the
garden planted in the summer at the rear of the Church.
In July over 80 people attended an evening memorial service for the late
Bishop Knight from Antigua.

memorable occasion. So, in answer to the call by the PEC, Sr Clarissa took

Sr Johnson was chair of the local Council of Churches at this time and the

charge of the Hornsey/Stoke Newington congregation, which continued

congregation participated in the joint services and meetings. A Christmas

to thrive.

Cracker project was undertaken by the Council, which involved using an
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1990

Overhauling the organ
By 1990 the organ, originally installed in 1908 and hand-pumped
for a number of years until an electric pump was installed in the 1950s,
was in need of a complete overhaul and restoration.
Quotes to carry out the work were sought and
John Clough and Sons of Bradford were engaged
to carry out the work at a cost of around £25,000.
Providentially, a legacy of almost that amount
had recently been received and so that money was
used to pay for the work on the understanding
that it would be repaid through various fundraising activities.
At that time, the manse was also untenanted
and so John Clough and his sons were able to live
in London during the week, returning home at the
weekends.
Soon the church was full of organ pipes - one
would not believe how many parts comprise an
organ or how they would all ﬁt back together in
the organ loft and yet, somehow, they did.
The work was completed in 1991 and, on
April 28th, a service of dedication was held led
by Br Geoffrey Birtill, bishop of the Unity. Our
organist, Chris Foreman, played several pieces
and expressed his pleasure at the work that had
been carried out.

Lay participation in services continued in 1991 - some services being
taken by each of the house groups. At a morning service in March, Sr
Muriel Jeffrey gave the annual report of the Young People’s Missionary
Association (YPMA). Hornsey’s young people had collected over £1100
and were specially commended as it was the highest total ever collected
by an individual congregation. And - great joy - the work on the organ was
completed and a service of re-dedication was held on April 28th at which
the preacher was Br Geoffrey Birtill.
The Mission Flat in Church House was refurbished with funds raised by
the provincial MWA, and the re-dedication was attended by representatives
of the MWA circles.
May 2nd saw a coach party leave for Bedford to witness the
ordination as presbyter of Sr Shelagh Connor by Br G. E.
Birtill.
A ﬁnal highlight of the year was again the Christmas lunch
enjoyed by 100 people, including 20 elderly people from the
Priory across the road
(where services were
held regularly). Over
£900 was raised for
the organ fund.

The fund-raising committee under the
leadership of Sr Jasmine Pottinger did a sterling
job of raising money to repay the loan - the ﬁrst
Christmas lunch alone raised £1500 - and within six years the loan was
repaid in full.

More special events were celebrated
in 1992. In March there was a
com memoration of the 400th
anniversary of the birth of John
Amos Comenius using an order of
service prepared for the province.

empty shop in Crouch End for selling tea, coffee and lunches during two
weeks of the Christmas period, raising a sum of £3500 to be donated to
Third World countries.

On Saturday May 9th a plaque
was unveiled at Landsec House
to mark the site of the old Fetter
Lane congregation - the premises
having been destroyed during

The Church was full on November 18th for a thanksgiving service in
memory of Sr Johnson’s parents. Her father had died four years previously
and her mother in the summer of 1990. Br Geoffrey Tate conducted the
service, having been their minister in Jamaica for 5 years.
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1991

John Amos Comenius

73

1992

the war. There were representatives from each of the provincial districts
as well as invited guests from other denominations. Over 100 people
attended the ceremony, held in the courtyard of Landsec House and
followed by refreshments at the City Temple Church.
On November 7th, 60 members were able to travel to Coventry for the
service in the Cathedral celebrating 250 years of Moravian Missions and
on the following day a special service was held at Hornsey for the London
congregations.
On December 1st, a full Church witnessed the consecration as presbyter
of Sr Johnson by Bishop G. E. Birtill - an inspiring service.

1993

Three members returned to settle back in Antigua in 1993 - an emerging
pattern as people retired. However, nine new members were received and
attendance at morning service increased - especially at Holy Communion.
It was a bumper year for weddings and most of the couples continued to
attend services.
There was an increase, too, in the number of children attending Sunday
School and arrangements were made to allow teachers the opportunity to
stay in Church for the whole service on a rota basis. To encourage the older
scholars the hut in the grounds was refurbished primarily for their use.
And the Boys’ Brigade numbers were boosted by the recruitment of girls!
For the nimble a Barn Dance was held in March - there were a good number
of dancers, superb food and a proﬁt of over £500. So far £19,000 of the
money needed for the organ had been raised.
Following the Ministers’ Conference and a paper from the Renewal
Committee on objectives, the Church committee decided to hold a Church
planning day in November. The aim was to produce an ‘action plan’ under
which members could indicate their areas of interest and commitment.
They hoped the plan would be implemented in 1994 - ‘A Step in Faith’.

1994

One step was taken by each Church committee member being given a
number of members for whom they had some pastoral responsibility. The
congregation is gathered from such a wide area that travelling and visiting
is very time consuming. On Palm Sunday, 11 members had been received,
but seven members were lost - three more returning to the Caribbean.
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Sadly, Br Robelto Bruce had died
suddenly on New Year’s Day 1994
aged only 64.

Stoke New i ngton members
appreciated the monthly service
now held in the home of Br and Sr
Skepple. A weekly prayer meeting
on Friday lunchtime was started at
Hornsey, led by Sr Jackie Morten.
The congregation was proud when
Sr Jackie was elected at Synod to
serve on the Provincial Board - the
first sister to do so in the British
Province.

1995

The congregation was saddened by
the death of Br Johnnie Johnson,
In loving memory of
husband of the minister, Sr Clarissa
Br Egbert Allaway
Johnson, on July 2nd following a
long illness. The church was packed a week later for his funeral service,
taken by Br Geoffrey Tate.

Also in 1996 we lost a well-respected member of the congregation,
Br Egbert Allaway, who died in a plane crash on May 11th. Four more
members returned to the Caribbean in 1996, but overall there was a gain
of 20 members - it is a great joy to always have new people attending
services. There were two services of conﬁrmation and reception during
the year. It was a real blessing that many people were willing to be
actively involved in the worship. To help them realise their potential, a lay
preachers’ course was organised. Twelve people joined the course led by
Br John Smith. There were six sessions, each of 2 hours - brief, but helpful.
Some of the participants studied further in the provincial scheme.
The brethren, having been involved in inaugural discussions to create a
provincial structure, were delighted to host a men’s rally at Hornsey in
June with assistance from the sisters.
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1996

The Christmas lunch raised over £1000 and meant the fund-raising
committee had reached their target of £25,000 to repay the loan for the
repairs to the organ. The committee was not only concerned with moneyraising but was also responsible for taking a service during the year.

At the end of November a local celebration was held between St Mary with
St George, Hornsey, and Hornsey Moravian Church to celebrate the Fetter
Lane agreement - the result of talks between Anglicans and Moravians.
There was great excitement when Kerry Anne Brown and Natasha
Matthews were ﬁlmed making Christingles for ‘Blue Peter’ - the children’s
TV programme.

1997

A busy year

November was the occasion of another pastoral visitation - this time by

This year was an eventful one in several ways. Again five members
returned to Jamaica and Antigua.

and strong lay leadership in the congregation and noted many examples

A young adult group
was formed, at their
own request, to have
fellowship, engage
in Bible studies, and
d iscover ways of
ma k i ng thei r ow n
contribution to the
life and work of the
church. There was
also some in-service
training with a small
number of members
Hornsey Choir
of the congregation
able to sh a re i n
pastoral visiting. A new venture for the Hornsey MWA was a Prayer Walk
- an uplifting experience. The two MWA circles also hosted the provincial
rally at Hornsey.

Br Derick Woods of the PEC. He was particularly impressed by the active
of good practice in the running of the congregation.

Coming up to the Centenary
So we come to 1998, another eventful year and another chapter in the
life of the congregation: a time for Sr Johnson to start a well-earned
retirement and for Br Joachim Kreusel to become minister. He and his
family arrived in July so that Br Kreusel could work with Sr Johnson until
October when he would take up full leadership.
Meanwhile a Quiet Day at Church House was much appreciated and a
second one planned. The previous week the MWA had a more energetic
day and raised nearly £2000 for their project through their sponsored
walk.
An indication of the strength of the congregation is shown in the fact that
they were one of only two congregations with a large enough membership
(over 150) to send two deputies to Synod - Br Bill Stennett and Sr Rose
Grifﬁth.

The autumn was particularly busy. In September, 22 German visitors were

Amongst the visitors this year were Br Kurt and Sr Renate Vitt from

welcomed to a service and lunch afterwards - there was a great time of

Germany who, through slides and talk at the meeting of the London

worship and fellowship. On Saturday October 25th, a coach party attended

Association in aid of Moravian Missions, gave an insight into the work

a Christingle service in Liverpool Cathedral; this joint service between the

in Labrador, Alaska and Siberia. Unfortunately, work has since ceased in

Children’s Society and the Moravians celebrated the 250th anniversary of

Siberia.

the ‘ﬁrst Christingle’ in Marienborn in 1747. The Archbishop of Canterbury
gave the address.

So to Sr Johnson’s farewell over the ﬁrst weekend in October 1998. A
wonderful party was held in the hall on Saturday evening and on Sunday
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1998

the Church was full for the communion celebration. The text was taken
from Ephesians 3 - a prayer that the congregation would continue to grow
in love of God and one another.

A new activity was the Luncheon Club - the inspiration of Br Alfonso
Peters. The ﬁrst monthly session was held in May - devotion, singing,
socialising and good food (thanks to our ﬁne caterers) - which gave and
continues to give great pleasure each month.
Spiritual nourishment was given by the Quiet Day in May: ‘Encounter with
God - renewing our lives’. Also 30 people joined the Bible tape programme
and six members successfully completed the provincial Lay Training
Course led by Br John Smith. The Sunday school teachers were helped
by a Training Day. There were also three Moravian history evenings with
Geoffrey Stead.
We were delighted that Br Edwin Quildan was accepted at Oak Hill College
for ministerial training. On October 30th the congregation hosted the
ordination service for Br Paul Holdsworth, conducted by Br J. H. Cooper.
It is good to know that a Christingle service was held in Brixton, which
indicated renewed interest among members and friends south of the

Harvest festival

Thames in holding meetings nearer their homes.
The provincial celebrations for the signing of the Fetter Lane agreement
were held in Manchester Cathedral on November 7th, when the formal
declaration was signed. The service was conducted by the Archbishop
of York, with Br Geoffey Birtill preaching. Again, Hornsey was well
represented at this service.

1999

And so to the most recent chapter of the history with Br Joachim Kreusel
as minister. This was a busy year - highlights included visits from the
Antigua and Barbuda National Choir; brothers and sisters from Rotterdam
Moravian congregation and a choir from Rotterdam.
Also on a musical note, Chris Foreman completed 20 years at Hornsey and
appreciation of his reliability and professionalism was commemorated.
Members themselves did some travelling as Sr Patricia White organised
two trips to France. There was also a family weekend at Yardley
Hastings and participation in a ‘Jubilee 2000 event’. These all encouraged
fellowship, as did the ‘Church Family Tree’ - everyone was requested to
supply a photograph to put on a ‘tree’ on the wall of the church by the
font.
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Sadly, services in the nearby sheltered housing complex, the Priory, near
the church at Hornsey were ended.

2000

Two main focuses of this year were the celebration
of the 2000th year of Jesus’ birth and the 300th
birthdays of Count and Countess Zinzendorf,
who had such a great inﬂuence on our Church.
Amongst the highlights was a congregation
visit to Rotterdam, a Handbell Choir, Synod at
Harlesden and a Pentecost event in Priory Park
- an outreach activity with Churches Together
in Hornsey. Another such outreach was with
the London congregations - the resumption of
periodic services at Railton Road Methodist
Church, Brixton.

Count Nicholas Ludwig
von Zinzendorf

Four more Hornsey members took part in the Lay Training Course.
The outreach theme was in evidence again at Hornsey in 2001. A ‘Bring a
friend’ service was organised in June - a group of members prepared the
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2001

service and encouraged the congregation to
bring friends. In June, also, a youth service
and Lovefeast was held - an unconventional
service with humorous sketches; involvement
of the congregation and young people’s
music was much appreciated as was a second
one in December.
In June, too, Hornsey was host to some
of the delegates from the World Mission
Conference. Br Edwin Quildan was able to

Another new and inspirational venture was the preparation service for the
‘Laying on of Hands’ led by Br Geoffrey Tate.
In September, a coach full of members travelled to Fulneck for the
consecration as Bishop of the Unity of Br John McOwat, formerly a
member of the PEC.
The members went travelling again and spent a weekend in Rotterdam
with our partner congregation.
We were honoured that one of our MWA sisters, Sr Hyacinth Christian, had
become a member of the Executive of the Women’s World Day of Prayer.

attend the Conference in Herrnhut and the
congregation was able to arrange a special
Garden party

even i ng of worsh ip, conversation a nd
exchange of experiences.

2002

There were several new ventures in 2002. A young people’s group
started meeting regularly under the leadership of Br Stanton Roberts.
The Wednesday group took
on fund-raising for a student
in Tanzania - Robert Pangani
- to give him the opportunity to
train to become a minister.
In our own congregation we
welcomed the placement of Sr
Patsy Holdsworth who was also

Flower
arranging

training to become a minister.
A Traidcraft stall run by Sr Marilyn Newman
and Jonathan was another way of showing
concern for others.
The Hall was enhanced by the provision of
new stage curtains, made and given by Br
Stanton and Sr Rosamund Roberts.
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It was a great loss in 2003 to lose the services of Chris Foreman after
24 years’ service as organist and choirmaster. Organists are thin on the
ground! However, the steel band, young people’s group and recorder
players are always appreciated.

2003

Br Edwin Quildan also had to relinquish leadership of the Boys’ Brigade
after more than 20 years and Srs Jean Lowe, Sylvia Quildan and Sonia
Lambert took on that responsibility.
The ‘Fountain Day Nursery’ started its work this year in the refurbished
BB hut. This and other activities in our buildings are a way of keeping
in touch with the local community and are a source of income. It does
involve quite a lot of work and we appreciate the efforts of Srs Jean Lowe
and Saﬁna Kavuma, who clean the Hall and Church. It was a great help
to have Br Bernard Blackwood take on the job of part time housekeeper,
which was later taken over by Br Laurie Grifﬁth.
We were privileged to host
the service of consecration
as presbyter of Br Paul
Holdsworth on February
8th by Br John McOwat and
to witness, at Queen’s Park,
Bedford on March 22nd,
the ordination as deacon
of Br Edwin Quildan by Br
Geoffrey Birtill.

Steel band
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Sadly, we lost two former ministers - Br Dick Connor and Br John Smith,
The funeral service of Br Connor was held in February at the Parish
Church in Littleport, Cambridgeshire, where Br and Sr Connor had lived in
retirement and were involved in church life. Br Smith’s funeral took place
in June at the Parish Church at Bengeo, Hertford, where he and Sr Smith
worshipped regularly. Hornsey members were represented at each and
services of thanksgiving were held at Hornsey for each of them.

2004

The year started with another ‘Laying on of Hands’ service, again under
the guidance of Br Geoffrey Tate, a second one following later in the year.
Other specia l ser v ices
included one led by the
Wednesday group, with a
banquet in the centre of
Church.

We were represented at
Harlesden at the induction
ser v ice of Br Edwa rd
Sanniez, a URC minister,
and at the same time the
Great Banquet
official welcome service
for Br Edwin Quildan, who was to assist with the ministry in the united
URC/Moravian congregation at Harlesden.
On July 20th young people from Lutheran congregations in Germany
stayed in the hall for 10 days. Services were celebrated together and some
informal services held, which were very much appreciated by both sides.

The minister, too, at the beginning of the year had the opportunity to visit
the Caribbean and, as well as having a delightful time, was able to learn
more about the background of most of the members.
This was a challenging time ﬁnancially; in addition to the regular giving
2005
there were appea ls for d isasters
which occurred during the year - the
Tsunami appeal, Jamaica hurricane
appeal and the Niger appeal. Also, the
manse was completely re-wired and the
Church and hall need refurbishment
- particularly the re-pointing of the
buildings. The funds needed for this
work are the focus of a Centenary
Tsunami prayer wall
Appeal.
Unfortunately, the Boys’ Brigade had to close officially and several
members were lost. But thoughts were of the future - the forthcoming
celebrations of 550 years of the Moravian Church in 2007 and 100 years of
Hornsey Moravian Church in 2008.
The Sunday School teachers under the leadership of Sr Susan Quildan have
worked hard and faithfully over the years. They have not only provided
the lessons for the children each Sunday but they have also been involved
in organising an annual Church family weekend, the cradle roll service,
the Christingle Service with Nativity Play and much more. We are grateful
for this essential work in our Church.

Some Hornsey members
were travelling again, too.
A party of 18 people from
Hornsey, Fetter Lane and
Harold Road along with
friends from Rotterdam
went to Germany and the
Czech Republic.
Open air service 2006

Church family weekend
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2007

The founding of the Unitas Fratrum (Moravian Church) in Kunvald,
Moravia, in 1457 was celebrated on Saturday, March 3rd, when a 1000
Moravians from the British Province and beyond gathered in Coventry
cathedral for a service of thanksgiving.
The beautifully prepared Order
of Service contained a welcome
from the Dean of the Cathedral,
the Very Reverend John Irvine,
in which he told how Count
Zinzendorf had been one of his
spiritual heroes. He also spoke
of a visit to Prague, where he
was able to pray in the church
of Jan Hus. His prayer for us
was that God, who has inspired
such devotion in the past, would
renew our faith and missionary
zeal today.

550th anniversary celebration
at Coventry Cathedral

A group of young people impressed everyone with their presentation
on what their church meant to them, and a thought-provoking and
challenging address was given by Revd Dr R. E. Sawyer, former President of
the Southern Province of the Moravian Church in America and immediate
past President of the Unity Board.
As one would expect, music played a great part in the service, not least the
congregation singing - the Hosanna Anthem almost lifted the roof!
Members of the congregation were also involved in the service in other
ways - some parading the ﬂags of all the nations where there is now
a Moravian witness. Others returned stones, given out at Synod the
previous year, and now named for a congregation. These were built into
a cairn. At the end of the service the stones were returned to different
congregations, thus linking them in prayer with one another. Hornsey
and Stoke Newington were linked with Ballinderry.
The theme for the year had been ‘Living Stones’ (1 Peter 2 vv4 & 5) and this
had been used in many ways throughout the Province including the cover
of the Textbook for 2007.
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The year 2007 also marked the 275th anniversary of the beginning of
Moravian Missions on August 21st, 1732, when the ﬁrst two missionaries,
Leonard Dober, a potter, and David Nitschmann, a carpenter, set out for St
Thomas to minister to the slaves.

The Moravian Church in the West Indies
Ever since the ﬁrst two missionaries set out from Herrnhut in
eastern Germany for the island of St Thomas in the West Indies, the
Moravian Church has had a presence in that area of the world. The two
men, Leonard Dober and David Nitschmann, a potter and a carpenter,
lived among the slaves, earning their own living and building up trust
between themselves and both plantation owner and the slaves.
The Moravian Church can make
no great claim to have spoken
out against slavery. There were
certainly individual Moravians who
spoke out against the slave trade but
equally there were Moravians who
were slave owners, especially in the
United States and in Suriname. In
England, James Montgomery, poet,
hymn writer and son of Moravian
missionaries in the West Indies,
wrote a popular epic poem in 1809
about the slave trade: ‘The West Indies’. He was acquainted with the
abolitionist William Wilberforce and was a known sympathiser.
The Moravian Church grew and developed throughout the
Caribbean and is found in Jamaica, Antigua, Barbados, Trinidad,
Tobago, St Kitts, St Thomas and St Croix, with new work on islands
including Grand Cayman, Cuba, St Martin, Curacao and Aruba.
Therefore when the invitation was made in the post war years to
people in the Caribbean, promising unimaginable opportunities in
the United Kingdom, it was not surprising that those Moravians who
came in hope and expectation should seek out ‘their’ church when
they arrived in a grey and often less than hospitable England.
It has been a huge blessing to the Hornsey congregation that, over
the years, so many Moravians have found their way to Hornsey and
made it their spiritual home. The mix of culture, tradition and music
has been a most enriching part of congregation life.
In 2007, Moravians celebrated the church’s 550th anniversary, the
275th anniversary of the sending out of those ﬁrst two missionaries to
St Thomas and the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade
by the British parliament. A huge celebration in Coventry cathedral
which gave thanks for the past and committed the future into God’s
keeping.
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Christingle service

Family Fun Day

The same year marked the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave
trade. Amongst many Moravian abolitionists was James Montgomery, the
hymn writer who published a poem condemning slavery.
Finally, it marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of the YPMA by
Br Ronald Lloyd. The YPMA has increased awareness of mission work
amongst our young people and has raised over £250,000 for Moravian
missions and other organisations.

Celebrations for the Centenary!
In 2006 a Centenary Steering Committee was set up to organise a year
of celebration. The practical task was to put in hand a programme of
building renovation to make the church and hall ﬁt for purpose as we
move into our second century. However, it has not all been fund-raising,
bricks and mortar.

Opening of Exhibition

A concert with a ‘Choir of 100 Voices was held in September in Christ
Church, Crouch End, as our own Church was not big enough. Our new
choirmaster Br Dr Carl Roberts, High Commissioner for Antigua and
Barbuda, and our new organist, Orville Braithwaite, together with the
Moravian Hornsey Church choir and other participating choirs, gave an
inspiring performance.
A banquet would be held in October, again at a larger venue than Hornsey
Church, to enable many more people to attend.
The main service would be held on September 28th with our newest
bishop, Sr Beth Torkington, as the guest preacher. This would be an
opportunity to give thanks to God for the past 100 years and to commit
the future to His keeping. On this wonderful and memorable occasion,
we hoped to be joined by many friends and former members who would
share our celebration.

The Russian ensemble ‘Lyra’, a group of talented
musicians who had once before v isited and
impressed everyone with their singing, came in
May and gave a concert.

‘Lyra’

A family fun day was held in June with a family
service, a shared lunch and an afternoon of fun
and games, videos and fellowship, concluding with
a brief act of worship. This attracted many young
families, especially those who had brought their
children for baptism over the past couple of years.
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Choir of 100 Voices
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Membership chart for the Hornsey congregation

2008

Ministers of the Hornsey congregation
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Rev H. P. Mumford

1908–1912

Rev H. W. Mellowes

1912–1915

Rev J. E. Zippel

1915–1924 (consecrated bishop 1919)

Rev C. H. Shawe

1924–1932 (consecrated bishop 1943)

Rev C. H. Mellowes

1932–1937

Rev L. J. Britton

1937–1944

Rev E. Wilson

1944–1948

Rev F. H. Mellowes

1948–1952

Rev R. G. Farrar

1952–1958

Rev J. K. Spencer

1958–1962

Rev W. J. Mortimore

1962–1968

Rev F. J. C. Smith

1968–1977

Rev R. M. B. Connor

1978–1988

Rev R. Bruce

1988

Rev C. I. Johnson

1988–1998

Rev J. Kreusel

1998–
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